


7/8/2026	
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa Dagle

1. Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Vanessa Dagle, Sandra Fiskum, Jim Floyd, Dave Heldebrant, Matthew Hurlock, Jared Kroll, and Kristin Omberg.
2. June 2026 Meeting Minutes: Vanessa led a review of the minutes prepared by Cassandra. Sandra noted that the second paragraph of Item #8 incorrectly stated that she and Anna were present and had given a membership report at the previous meeting. Sandra clarified that she had not been in attendance and that the membership report referenced there should be removed. Vanessa agreed that this was an error and that the paragraph and related membership report should be struck. Because of this correction, Vanessa stated that the Executive Committee would not vote on the minutes at this meeting. Instead, she will ask Cassandra to revise the minutes accordingly and bring the corrected version back for approval at the next meeting.
3. Treasurer’s Report – May and June: Jared presented the May and June Treasurer’s reports, summarizing account balances, receipts (including a grant receipt), and event‑related expenses. After review, Sandra moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented, Shirmir seconded, and the committee voted unanimously to approve the reports. 	Comment by SANDRA FISKUM: These reports seem to be missing….
Jared noted that receipts for some expenses were still missing, and Vanessa agreed to send him the needed documentation so those transactions can be fully documented. They also discussed problems with reimbursement checks not reaching recipients, likely due to mailbox issues. Jared and Vanessa agreed that outstanding checks will be voided and re‑issued, and Jared will use a different mailbox or deliver checks in person where possible to prevent further delivery problems.
4. Summer Picnic Planning and Logistics: Kristin provided an update on the upcoming summer picnic. She reported that approximately 20 people had RSVP’d so far and said she would ask Anna to send a reminder email to encourage additional responses. The event will be catered, with meat, banana pudding, and coleslaw provided; attendees are encouraged to bring side dishes and desserts. Kristin confirmed that drinks are included in the picnic budget and offered to purchase them. Vanessa asked whether additional beverages were needed, and Kristin replied that the budget is sufficient. Vanessa also asked whether early setup help was required; Kristin indicated that, because the event is catered, setup is straightforward and volunteers are welcome but not necessary.
5. Pasco Farmers Market Outreach Event: Vanessa reported on the recent outreach event at the Pasco Farmers Market. The section hosted three activity booths under a common theme, with 59 children participating. Attendance was lower than hoped, partly because fewer vendors were present at the market that day, but feedback from parents was positive. Six volunteers, including Sandy, Matt, Mariefel, Emily, Nick, and Vanessa, staffed the event; Vanessa thanked them for their support.
A representative from the Boys and Girls Club asked whether the section could provide a similar event for approximately 200 children in August. Vanessa replied that organizing an event of that size on such short notice was not feasible but suggested that the section consider partnerships with the Boys and Girls Club for future events when timelines allow for proper planning.
6. NORM 2028 Bid – Survey Feedback and Planning: Shirmir shared preliminary results from the NORM 2028 survey. Nineteen members responded; most supported the idea of the Richland Section hosting NORM 2028 and indicated a preference for a shorter‑duration program. Frequently requested tracks included energy, environment, nuclear chemistry, and AI. Dave outlined three major programming focus areas—fusion, quantum, and automation/AI—reflecting regional strengths and industry interest. He also mentioned additional symposia topics suited to the Pacific Northwest.
Vanessa and Dave emphasized the need to recruit volunteers for the NORM program and planning committees. Shirmir agreed to send a follow‑up poll and to update the section website and LinkedIn page to solicit volunteers. Sandra recommended establishing a “doing business as” account at Banner Bank specifically for the NORM 2028 finances to avoid past banking issues; Dave agreed that this approach would be beneficial.
7. Science Café Seminar Promotion: Matthew reported on promotion for the upcoming Science Café seminar scheduled for the following Thursday at the Richland Public Library. He has contacted local publications for advertising and is distributing flyers around town and at PNNL. Vanessa confirmed that the section will provide snacks and drinks and encouraged continued outreach via email and social media to increase attendance.
8. Election Planning for Next Year: Sandra reminded the committee that it is time to begin planning the slate of candidates for next year’s elections. She emphasized the need to identify candidates and prepare short biographies in time for inclusion in the fall newsletter so the election can proceed on schedule. Vanessa agreed and stated that she will coordinate with Sonia.
9. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – No update. 
b. Bylaws – Shirmir reported that the bylaws committee has completed the draft bylaws approved at the previous meeting. She will send the draft to the ACS National Constitution and Bylaws Committee by the end of the week. She expects only minor comments and anticipates that, once those are addressed, the updated bylaws will be posted on the section website and brought back to the section for final approval.
c. Diversity and Inclusion – No update.
d. Education – No update.
e. Government Affairs – No update.
f. Membership – Sandra reported that letters were sent to four new members last month, including one transfer in and one new undergraduate member. She noted twelve member terminations last month and six additional terminations this month, as well as one transfer out and one member passing.
g. Nominations – No update.
h. Programs – No additional update beyond the summer picnic planning.
i. Public Relations / Newsletter – Shirmir noted that Steve plans to release the next newsletter by the end of June and encouraged members to submit any remaining content.
j. Women Chemists – No update this month.
k. Younger Chemists – No further report.
l. Environmental – No update; position remains vacant.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – Jared reported no new safety issues or incidents.
n. Historian – No update; position remains vacant.
10. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 6:41 pm.
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Treasurer’s Report

	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	06/01/2026 - 06/30/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 07/08/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 07/08/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,485.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$12,027.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	Banner Bank (Interest)
	$19.64
	8
	6/30/2026
	Savings

	Total receipts for this period
	$19.64
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Craft Warehouse
	$50.24 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Amazon
	$119.56 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Amazon
	$158.80 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	The Home Depot
	$5.89 
	21b
	6/03/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Wal-Mart
	$23.02 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Dollar Tree
	$61.33 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Target
	$147.91 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Office Depot
	$8.92 
	21b
	6/12/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Craft Warehouse
	$68.42 
	21b
	6/15/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Office Depot
	$37.32 
	21b
	6/15/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$681.41
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,505.26
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$11,346.12
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 7/8/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 


Upcoming Events

Summer Picnic (July 16th from 11:30am – 1:30pm) – Kristin will lead planning for the summer picnic, with the site near Yoke’s on Keene as the preferred location based on past positive experience. 

Science Café – “Metal–Organic Frameworks” (July 16, 6 pm, Richland Public Library) – Matthew will present a public‑friendly talk on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs), including history, applications, and visual demonstrations, at the Richland Public Library. The library will advertise the event; a section flyer will also be circulated via email and social media.

Annual Social & ACS President Visit (Date TBD – Fall) – The section intends to align the annual social with a potential visit from ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez during his West Coast trip. Dave will work with him to identify possible dates, and Kristin will plan the annual social once his schedule is confirmed.
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