


6/10/2026	
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa Dagle

1. Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Janet Bryant, Anna Cavinato, Vanessa Dagle, Colby Heideman, Dave Heldebrant, Matthew Hurlock, Steve Krogsrud, Jared Kroll, Kristin Omberg, and Cassandra Reese.
2. Approve May 2026 Meeting Minutes: Cassandra presented the previous meeting minutes and scrolled through the document, inviting participants to note any corrections. No changes were suggested by Steve, Vanessa, Dave, Anna, or others. Dave moved to approve the minutes as presented; Anna seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
3. Treasurer’s Report – May: Jared presented the May Treasurer’s report. He reported starting balances of $52,464.62 in savings and $8,527.53 in checking, and noted a $3,500 deposit from ACS for the IPG grant. Vanessa and Anna clarified that some event expenses occurred in May, but Jared explained that reimbursements had not yet cleared the bank, and Anna confirmed her check had not been written and would show in the June report instead.
Jared agreed to double‑check the monthly statements to verify whether any May expenses were missing and will update the report accordingly. Vanessa suggested that once Jared reconciles the report, the Executive Committee could approve the final May Treasurer’s report by email. Jared will send the reconciled report to Cassandra for inclusion in the minutes.
4. Annual Audit and Condolences for Phillip: Jared updated the group on the annual audit, explaining that Phillip has been unavailable due to a recent family bereavement and will be away for approximately two months. Jared suggested that, if needed, Deepika could be approached to assist with the audit. Janet asked that the minutes reflect the committee’s condolences to Philip’s family. Vanessa agreed to draft and send a note of condolence on behalf of the section, and Anna and Dave recalled that cards or flowers have been sent in similar past situations.
5. Summer Picnic Planning: Kristin reported that she has reserved a park shelter near the splash pads for the summer picnic on July 18, proposing an event time of 11:00 am–1:30 pm. Janet and Vanessa supported this schedule. Kristin requested help from Anna, Shirmir, and Steve in sharing event details and committed to writing up information for the upcoming newsletter. Vanessa will assist with any reservation or purchasing needs using the section’s debit card.
6. Science Café – July 16 at Richland Public Library: Matthew reported that, with Vanessa’s help, the Science Café has been scheduled for July 16 at 6:00 pm in a conference room at the Richland Public Library. He will present on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs), covering their history, applications, and visual demonstrations in a format accessible to the general public.
Vanessa confirmed that the library will advertise the event. Matthew will send images and text to Shirmir, who will create a flyer and work with Steve to share it with other local sections and technical societies. Anna asked about remote streaming; Matthew and Shirmir will assess the feasibility using existing equipment. Snacks and drinks will be provided; Vanessa offered support as needed.
7. LaGrande Outreach Event and DI Grant Spending: Anna and Colby summarized the LaGrande outreach event at the Saturday Market. Colby described chemistry‑club demonstrations, including liquid nitrogen ice cream and distribution of educational materials, estimating 150–200 servings served. Eight volunteers participated, including ACS members.
Anna estimated total expenses around $500 (supplies, booklets, and materials) and discussed reimbursement and remaining DI grant funds with Colby. Vanessa confirmed that approximately $1,400 remains from the grant after current expenses and encouraged using those funds before September. She suggested purchasing banners for future outreach events and invited additional ideas for appropriate purchases to support continuing outreach.
8. Website Updates and Award Promotion: Vanessa reported that the section website has been updated to include K–12 student travel awards and teacher awards. She explained where members can find the forms and how to submit applications. Dave asked about effective ways to advertise these awards; Vanessa suggested starting with the Richland School District and expanding to other districts in the region. Dave offered to leverage his wife’s connections to help disseminate information. Steve and Colby agreed to include award information in the newsletter and to share it with relevant Eastern Oregon districts and schools.
9. Alice Smith Grant Proposal and Future YCC Grant: Matthew reported that he and Jim, with editing support from Anna, have submitted an Alice Smith Grant proposal to improve hybrid event technology and engagement, including support for student and early‑career presentations and flash talks. He noted that a smaller Young Chemists Committee grant will be submitted later in the summer; he and Jim plan to complete that proposal before the August deadline and will coordinate with the EC on any needed input or letters of support.
10. Bylaws Amendments and Executive Committee Vote: Shirmir and Janet presented proposed amendments to the section bylaws. Changes clarify membership categories (including affiliates and student members), voting rights, the role of the immediate past chair, election timing and procedures, committee naming, and appointment processes for standing and ad hoc committees.
The EC discussed changing secretary and treasurer terms from one year to two years. Members noted the benefits for continuity and reduced turnover, while also considering volunteer recruitment and workload. After discussion, the Executive Committee voted to adopt two‑year terms for secretary and treasurer and to approve the bylaws amendments as presented. Janet and Shirmir will submit the revised bylaws to the ACS Constitution & Bylaws Committee for review and then proceed to a section‑wide vote.
11. Bid to Host 2028 ACS Northwest Regional Meeting (NORM): Janet and Dave led a discussion on submitting a bid for the section to host NORM 2028. The EC considered whether to propose a full‑scale regional meeting or a more focused event and agreed that member input should guide the final decision. Potential venues and partners (PNNL, Columbia Basin College, Eastern Oregon University) and possible themes (e.g., AI, autonomy, fusion) were discussed. Dave emphasized leveraging regional strengths; Kristin noted that fusion‑related topics may involve export‑control constraints.
Janet volunteered to serve as meeting chair and requested $300 for housing expenses to attend the NORM board meeting. Kristin moved to approve the reimbursement, and the EC agreed. Shirmir will develop a Google Form to survey members on meeting format, themes, and volunteer interest, Anna will help distribute the survey, and Steve will include NORM bid information and volunteer opportunities in the newsletter and email communications.
12. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – No update. 
b. Bylaws – No additional update beyond the amendments and vote described above.
c. Diversity and Inclusion – No update.
d. Education – Colby reported no new education items beyond the outreach activity already discussed.
e. Government Affairs – Kristin reminded members that the ACS national committee preference form is open and reiterated her willingness to help identify suitable committees and craft preference statements.
f. Membership – No update.
g. Nominations – No update.
h. Programs – Kristin confirmed she will lead planning for the July 18 summer picnic. Dave noted that ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez remains interested in visiting the section and PNNL; the timing of his visit will help determine the schedule for the annual social.
i. Public Relations / Newsletter – Shirmir noted that Steve intends to release the next newsletter by the end of June and encouraged submissions. Vanessa mentioned that draft teacher and student travel‑grant forms are under review and will be posted on the website once comments are incorporated.
j. Women Chemists – No update this month.
k. Younger Chemists – No further report.
l. Environmental – No update; position remains vacant.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – No update.
n. Historian – No update; position remains vacant.
13. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 7:17 pm.
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Treasurer’s Report

	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	05/01/2026 - 05/31/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 06/10/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 06/10/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$8,527.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	American Chemical Society (IPG Grant)
	$3,500.00
	5
	5/6/2026
	Checking

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$3,500.00
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$0.00
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$12,027.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	06/01/2026 - 06/30/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 07/08/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 07/08/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,485.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$12,027.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	Banner Bank (Interest)
	$19.64
	8
	6/30/2026
	Savings

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$19.64
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Craft Warehouse
	$50.24 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Amazon
	$119.56 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Amazon
	$158.80 
	21b
	6/01/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	The Home Depot
	$5.89 
	21b
	6/03/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Wal-Mart
	$23.02 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Dollar Tree
	$61.33 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Target
	$147.91 
	21b
	6/08/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Office Depot
	$8.92 
	21b
	6/12/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Craft Warehouse
	$68.42 
	21b
	6/15/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	Office Depot
	$37.32 
	21b
	6/15/2026
	Pasco farmer's market event

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$681.41
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,505.26
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$11,346.12
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 7/8/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 





Upcoming Events

Summer Picnic (July 16th from 11:30am – 1:30pm) – Kristin will lead planning for the summer picnic, with the site near Yoke’s on Keene as the preferred location based on past positive experience. 

Science Café – “Metal–Organic Frameworks” (July 16, 6 pm, Richland Public Library) – Matthew will present a public‑friendly talk on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs), including history, applications, and visual demonstrations, at the Richland Public Library. The library will advertise the event; a section flyer will also be circulated via email and social media.

Annual Social & ACS President Visit (Date TBD – Fall) – The section intends to align the annual social with a potential visit from ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez during his West Coast trip. Dave will work with him to identify possible dates, and Kristin will plan the annual social once his schedule is confirmed.
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