


5/13/2026	
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa Dagle

1. Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato, Vanessa Dagle, Sandy Fiskum, Jim Floyd, Colby Heideman, Matthew Hurlock, Steve Krogsrud, Jared Kroll, Kristin Omberg, and Cassandra Reese.
2. Approve April 2026 Meeting Minutes: Cassandra presented the meeting minutes, noting that Jared’s Treasurer’s report was still pending when the draft was circulated. Sandra moved to approve the minutes as presented; Kristin seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously. Vanessa asked Cassandra to copy her on emails to Jared about the missing report.
3. Treasurer’s Report – March and April: Jared presented the March Treasurer’s report, noting savings and checking balances, along with receipts from ACS dues/allotment, new‑member commissions, and bank interest, and expenses for donations, reimbursements, awards, and newsletter costs. Sandra questioned a Safeway expense listed under student awards; Jared clarified it was for gift cards for middle and high school students and agreed to label it as such.
Jared then presented the April report, including the $2,000 ACS councilor travel rebate, Earth Day and Walmart supplies, and student travel awards, with updated savings and checking balances. Sandra moved to approve the combined March and April reports; Kristin and Anna seconded. The reports were approved unanimously.
Vanessa requested that both reports be sent to Cassandra for inclusion with the EC minutes. Jared added that Phillip has received all documents needed for the annual audit and that he will provide an update on the audit’s completion soon.
4. Earth Day Event Recap and Library Event: Shirmir reported on the Earth Day Festival at the REACH Museum. The event featured soil pH and drainage activities for children and had more than 1,000 attendees with participation from about 30 organizations. Eight volunteers supported the section’s booth, five of whom were ACS members. Shirmir has completed the ACS event form, uploaded it and photos to Google Drive, and sent a summary to Anna.
Anna noted that she will submit a combined national report covering both the REACH Earth Day event and the La Grande Library event. Colby reported that the LaGrande event had about 20 participants and five volunteers (three ACS members). Anna and Colby will share photos from both events with Vanessa for documentation.
5. Farmers Market Events: Anna and Colby described plans for a chemistry outreach event at the La Grande Farmers Market on May 30. Colby and Brie are working on the activity plan; Anna offered to assist with supplies.

Vanessa is coordinating a similar event at the Pasco Farmers Market, aiming for Kids Day in mid‑June. She is awaiting confirmation of the date and will reach out to the organizer again. Funding for these activities is available through the Diversity/Inclusion (DI) grant. Anna and Colby will keep the EC updated on Richland planning and share activity ideas that may be adapted for Pasco.
6. Science Café – July 16 at Richland Public Library: Matthew reported that, with Vanessa’s help, the Science Café has been scheduled for July 16 at 6:00 pm in a conference room at the Richland Public Library. He will present on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs), covering their history, applications, and visual demonstrations in a format accessible to the general public.
Vanessa confirmed that the library will advertise the event. Matthew will send images and text to Shirmir, who will create a flyer and work with Steve to share it with other local sections and technical societies. Anna asked about remote streaming; Matthew and Shirmir will assess the feasibility using existing equipment. Snacks and drinks will be provided; Vanessa offered support as needed.
7. Bartender Permit and Liability Discussion: Kristin summarized liability considerations for serving alcohol at events in Washington State. She explained that responsibility can fall on the bartender, the event sponsor, and the venue, and that appropriate insurance is required. Vanessa reiterated that the section is willing to pay for training if members volunteer to obtain permits.
Kristin and Jim volunteered to pursue bartender training, and Shirmir and Anna expressed interest as well. Jim suggested using drink‑limit punch cards to help manage consumption; Anna noted that the section has not historically had overconsumption problems at events. Sandra and Jim stressed the importance of not excluding member‑bartenders from enjoying events and of managing liability carefully.
Vanessa asked Jim to check whether his existing Mandatory Alcohol Server Training (MAST) license is still active and, if needed, retake the training. Kristin will gather information on available online MAST courses and share it with interested members. Those interested were asked to email Vanessa.
8. Summer Picnic and Annual Social Planning: Kristin and Vanessa discussed options for the summer picnic, with the group favoring the site next to Yoke’s on Keene due to its amenities and prior positive experience (including fewer issues with spiders). Kristin will investigate dates and availability, and Vanessa offered to assist with reservations using the section debit card.
Sandy asked about coordinating certificates for 50-, 60-, and 70‑year members for the annual social. Vanessa agreed to check with ACS National on timing and logistics and to send early save‑the‑date notes to honorees once the social date is set.
9. Young Chemists Grant – Member Engagement Enhancement: Jim outlined a planned ACS Young Chemists Committee “local section member engagement enhancement” grant proposal. The draft concept includes three main objectives: improving hybrid‑meeting technology (particularly microphones and cameras), building travel support resources for younger members, and enhancing events with features such as flash talks to increase engagement and visibility for students and early‑career chemists. Shirmir noted that the section already owns a conference camera, but audio quality remains a limitation.
Jim requested feedback on the concept and asked for a senior co‑author on the proposal. Anna offered to review the draft and emphasized the need for a clear and detailed budget. Vanessa and Shirmir noted that a letter of support from the Chair will be required as part of the application. Jim and Matthew plan to have a draft ready by the following Friday for review by the Executive Committee. Shirmir will confirm the status and compatibility of existing equipment so that proposed purchases are appropriate and justified in the budget
10. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – No update. 
b. Bylaws – Shirmir reported that Janet has the bylaws questionnaire and recommendations from the ACS Committee on Constitution & Bylaws and that they plan to meet next week to finalize proposed changes, which will be brought to the Executive Committee at a future meeting.
c. Diversity and Inclusion – Inclusion and belonging activities are reflected in the DI‑funded outreach planning for the LaGrande and Pasco farmers markets; no additional report was given.
d. Education – Colby reported no new education items beyond the outreach activities already discussed (La Grande library and farmers market events).
e. Government Affairs – Kristin noted that the ACS national committee preference form is open until early July (around July 6). She encouraged interested members to use the ACS “Yellow Book” to learn about committees and offered to help craft preference statements, emphasizing that including a brief explanation of interest and background significantly improves an application.
f. Membership – Sandy reported that she has a willing volunteer, Susan Asmussen, to be the next “member spotlight” in the newsletter and is waiting on a newsletter deadline to share with her. She also reported that greetings were sent to four new members, three of whom are undergraduates. There were 20 member terminations and two transfers out this month.
g. Nominations – No update.
h. Programs – Kristin continue to plan the summer picnic and annual social. The preferred picnic location is the site near Yoke’s on Keene, based on positive past experience. Dave reported that ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez has reaffirmed his interest in visiting; Dave will contact him once current PNNL‑related commitments are resolved to identify a window for his West Coast trip so Kristin can plan the social around it.
i. Public Relations / Newsletter – Shirmir reminded members to send information on upcoming events for the website and LinkedIn. She will coordinate with Matt Monroe for website postings. Steve and Shirmir aim to publish the next newsletter at the end of June and will use email blasts for time‑sensitive announcements. Vanessa noted that draft teacher‑grant and travel‑grant forms are out for review and will be posted on the website after comments are incorporated.
j. Women Chemists – No update this month; planning for a fall science café and previously approved support for the NORM WCC luncheon continue in the background.
k. [bookmark: _Hlk218782499]Younger Chemists – Matthew had no additional report beyond the virtual resume workshop and the Young Chemists grant proposal discussed earlier in the meeting.
l. Environmental – No update as the position is vacant.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – Jared reported no new safety issues or updates.
n. Historian – No update as the position is vacant.
11. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 6:56 pm.
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	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	03/01/2026 - 03/31/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 04/19/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,911.76
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	American Chemical Society (LS dues)
	$540.00
	7
	3/12/2026
	Checking

	American Chemical Society (annual allotment)
	$8,982.47
	1
	3/25/2026
	Checking

	American Chemical Society (new member commissions)
	$45.00 
	2
	3/31/2026
	Checking

	Banner Bank
	$21.20 
	8
	3/31/2026
	Savings

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$9,567.47
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	FIRST Washington
	$1,000.00 
	14g
	3/06/2026
	Donation to Evergreen Dynamics robotics team, Check 2083

	Winco
	$29.25 
	21a
	3/12/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Safeway
	$11.72 
	21a
	3/13/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Safeway
	$13.99 
	21a
	3/16/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Anna Cavinato
	$485.33 
	21b
	3/18/2026
	Reimbursement for ACS order, Check 2085

	Dave Heldebrant
	$306.26 
	20
	3/19/2026
	Reimbursement for Leadership Institute travel expenses, Check 2086

	Safeway
	$100.00 
	14d
	3/23/2026
	Mid-Columbia Science Fair student awards (gift cards), Debit card

	MCSF Association
	$700.00 
	21e
	3/23/2026
	Mid-Columbia Science Fair donation, Check 2084

	Visual Verve Design and Print
	$562.50 
	16a
	3/25/2026
	Newsletter

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$3,209.05
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$10,270.18
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 5/13/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 






















	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	04/01/2026 - 04/30/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$10,270.18
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	American Chemical Society (Councilor travel expense rebate)
	$2,000.00
	4
	4/22/2026
	Checking

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$2,000.00
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Hanford Reach Interpretive Center
	$100.00 
	21i
	4/15/2026
	Earth day table donation, Check 2088

	Walmart
	$142.65 
	21i
	4/20/2026
	Debit card

	EOU Chemistry Club
	$3,500.00 
	14a
	4/28/2026
	Student travel awards, Check 2090

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$3,742.65
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$8,527.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 5/13/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 


Upcoming Events

Pasco Farmers Market Outreach (June 13) – The section is planning an outreach table at the Pasco Farmers Market using the ACS Earth Day theme. Vanessa will submit a non‑profit vendor application and aims to participate on Kids Day in mid‑ June. Activities will focus on broad community engagement, including with indigenous communities.

Summer Picnic (Date TBD – Summer) – Kristin will lead planning for the summer picnic, with the site near Yoke’s on Keene as the preferred location based on past positive experience. Date and details will be finalized once more is known about the ACS President’s visit and other summer commitments.

Science Café – “Metal–Organic Frameworks” (July 16, 6 pm, Richland Public Library) – Matthew will present a public‑friendly talk on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs), including history, applications, and visual demonstrations, at the Richland Public Library. The library will advertise the event; a section flyer will also be circulated via email and social media.

Annual Social & ACS President Visit (Date TBD – Fall) – The section intends to align the annual social with a potential visit from ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez during his West Coast trip. Dave will work with him to identify possible dates, and Kristin will plan the annual social once his schedule is confirmed.
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