


4/15/2026	
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa Dagle

1. Attendance: Sonia Alcantar Anguiano, Shirmir Branch, Vanessa Dagle, Sandy Fiskum, David Heldebrant, Matthew Hurlock, Jared Kroll, Kristin Omberg, and Cassandra Reese.
2. Approve March 2026 Meeting Minutes: Cassandra presented the March 2026 executive committee (EC) meeting minutes. Vanessa pointed out a minor typo and confirmed her comments had been addressed. Dave moved to approve the minutes as presented; Kristin and Sandy seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Cassandra has for action to upload the EC minutes to the website.
3. Treasury and Bank Account Issues: Jared reported that his online access to the section’s bank account had been locked since the previous Friday, with no explanation yet from the bank. He will contact the branch to determine why access was blocked and to confirm the status of both savings and checking accounts and the debit card. Sonia reported that she can still log into the online system and see the savings account but not the checking account, which may be related to a website change or different permissions. As a result, no treasurer’s report was provided for the month of March.
Jared stated that the tax form has been completed and submitted, and that he has provided receipts and supporting documentation to Phillip for the annual financial review. The audit report itself has not yet been finalized and is due March 31 according to the bylaw deadline. Vanessa emphasized the need to complete the audit promptly and ensure the report is documented. Jared agreed to resolve the bank issue, work with Phillip to finish the audit, and email the Treasurer’s report to the Executive Committee once balances are confirmed so it can be approved by email.
4. Fraud and Spam Prevention: Vanessa reminded the group of recurring phishing attempts in which scammers impersonate section officers and request urgent money transfers. She asked officers involved in finances and communications (including Kritin, Cassandra, and Jared) to verify sender email addresses and to confirm any unusual or time‑sensitive financial requests directly with her via text or phone before sending funds.
5. Kids Engineering Day – Event Review: Sonia reported that Kids Engineering Day at Edwin Markham Elementary had eight volunteers (five section members and three high school students), 356 student participants, and about 30 interactive activities. Feedback from parents and the organizer, Mary, was very positive. Sandy suggested purchasing an ACS‑branded tablecloth and vertical signage to improve visibility at future events. Steve recommended adding more chemistry labware for display. Kristin and Dave noted that ACS will soon roll out an updated logo for the 150th anniversary and advised waiting to order new logo items until the new branding is available.
6. Virtual Resume Workshop and Young Chemists Activities: Matthew reported that the recent virtual resume workshop had six attendees (a mix of postdocs and undergraduates) and a good Q&A session. A feedback survey was sent to participants. He and Jim are considering a summer networking event, possibly tied to the summer picnic, to engage postdocs and students. They also discussed a future internship‑application workshop (e.g., in relation to SULI deadlines) and noted the challenge of gauging interest in virtual events. Matthew expressed interest in a summer science café. Vanessa offered to coordinate with the Richland Public Library, and Shirmir will help with promotional materials. Matthew asked about bringing Metal-organic-frameworks (MOFs) samples to the café; Vanessa will confirm with the library that well‑contained, safe materials are allowed.
7. Bartender Permit for Section Events: Vanessa raised the idea of having one or more members obtain a Washington State bartender permit to reduce costs for events such as the annual social. The permit is inexpensive and valid for a year. Dave asked about potential legal liability for permit holders; Kristin volunteered to investigate liability and insurance implications and report back before any decision is made.
8. Support for NORM Women Chemists Committee Luncheon: Vanessa led a discussion on supporting the NORM Women Chemists Committee (WCC) luncheon. She reviewed the section’s budget and noted earlier reductions to local WCC event funding. Shirmir described plans for a September science café with Professor Alyssa Park and suggested limiting NORM support so local activities remain funded. Sandy moved that the section provides $200 to support the NORM WCC luncheon, citing adequate reserves and potential reciprocity; Kristin seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Vanessa will notify the NORM organizers and inform Jared to expect a request for the check.
9. Earth Day Festival Planning: Shirmir reported that 6–7 volunteers are confirmed for the upcoming Earth Day Festival, with additional volunteers welcome. She has organized shifts for setup, event coverage, and cleanup. Planned activities include soil pH and permeability experiments, tree‑ring aging demonstrations, and distribution of booklets and stickers. Vanessa provided stickers, molds, and volunteer shirts and arranged for Shirmir to pick them up from her office. Shirmir will document the event with photos and noted that many organizations will be participating, making this a good outreach opportunity	Comment by SANDRA FISKUM: ?? not sure what this is. Certainly not the type we grow?
10. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – Sonia reported there are no new award items this month. She is continuing to compile a list of awards (for individual members and for the local section) to include in a future newsletter so members can quickly see what is available without having to search the ACS website. 
b. Bylaws – No update was given this month
c. Diversity and Inclusion – No update this month.
d. Education – No update this month.
e. Government Affairs – Kristin reported no updates for Government Affairs this month.
f. Membership – Sandy reported that letters of greeting were sent to five new members: two transfers in and three brand‑new members. There were three transfers out in the last month. Vanessa noted that membership‑roster access remains a problem; Anna and Sandy have had difficulty logging in, and Sandy has been relying on documents forwarded by Anna until ACS resolves the access issue.
g. Nominations – No update
h. Programs – Vanessa reminded the group that Kristin is responsible for organizing the summer picnic and annual social. Kristin noted she has not yet begun detailed planning. Dave reported that ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez has again confirmed his intention to visit; Dave will contact him once his current PNNL‑related commitments are settled to identify a date for his West Coast trip so Kristin can plan around it.
i. Public Relations / Newsletter – Shirmir reported no major updates beyond supporting other events and committees in the background. She invited members to send her items for the section’s LinkedIn page and said she will work with Matt Monroe to post items on the ACS website when needed. Vanessa noted that she has drafted teacher‑grant and travel‑grant application forms after reviewing other sections’ practices and has emailed them to the committee for comment. Once feedback is received, she will coordinate with Shirmir and Matt to post the forms on the website.
j. Women Chemists – No additional update this month beyond earlier discussion of supporting the NORM WCC luncheon and planning a fall science café.
k. [bookmark: _Hlk218782499]Younger Chemists – Matthew had no additional report beyond the virtual resume workshop and upcoming ideas already discussed. He shared that he found an ACS Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) $500 grant with an August 1 deadline and plans to submit a proposal. Vanessa encouraged him to apply and noted that several members can assist if needed.
l. Environmental – No update as the position is vacant.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – Jared reported no new safety issues or updates.
n. Historian – No update as the position is vacant.
11. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 6:53 pm.
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Treasurer's Report	Comment by SANDRA FISKUM: Your footer is different from previous page, this page and next. Likely due to the section break on page 3.

	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	03/01/2026 - 03/31/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 04/19/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,911.76
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	American Chemical Society (LS dues)
	$540.00
	7
	3/12/2026
	Checking

	American Chemical Society (annual allotment)
	$8,982.47
	1
	3/25/2026
	Checking

	American Chemical Society (new member commissions)
	$45.00 
	2
	3/31/2026
	Checking

	Banner Bank
	$21.20 
	8
	3/31/2026
	Savings

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$9,567.47
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	FIRST Washington
	$1,000.00 
	14g
	3/06/2026
	Donation to Evergreen Dynamics robotics team, Check 2083

	Winco
	$29.25 
	21a
	3/12/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Safeway
	$11.72 
	21a
	3/13/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Safeway
	$13.99 
	21a
	3/16/2026
	Kids Engineering Day supplies, Debit card

	Anna Cavinato
	$485.33 
	21b
	3/18/2026
	Reimbursement for ACS order, Check 2085

	Dave Heldebrant
	$306.26 
	20
	3/19/2026
	Reimbursement for Leadership Institute travel expenses, Check 2086

	Safeway
	$100.00 
	14d
	3/23/2026
	Mid-Columbia Science Fair student awards (gift cards), Debit card

	MCSF Association
	$700.00 
	21e
	3/23/2026
	Mid-Columbia Science Fair donation, Check 2084

	Visual Verve Design and Print
	$562.50 
	16a
	3/25/2026
	Newsletter

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$3,209.05
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$10,270.18
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 5/13/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 






















	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	04/01/2026 - 04/30/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 05/13/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$10,270.18
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	American Chemical Society (Councilor travel expense rebate)
	$2,000.00
	4
	4/22/2026
	Checking

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$2,000.00
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Hanford Reach Interpretive Center
	$100.00 
	21i
	4/15/2026
	Earth day table donation, Check 2088

	Walmart
	$142.65 
	21i
	4/20/2026
	Debit card

	EOU Chemistry Club
	$3,500.00 
	14a
	4/28/2026
	Student travel awards, Check 2090

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$3,742.65
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$8,527.53
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 5/13/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 


Upcoming Events


Reach Museum / Earth‑Day (April 18th, 12 - 4pm) – The section will host an outreach table at the REACH Museum’s Earth Day Festival. Planned activities include soil pH and permeability experiments, tree‑ring aging demonstrations, and distribution of activity booklets, stickers, and molds. Shirmir is coordinating volunteers and shifts for setup, event coverage, and cleanup; additional volunteers are still welcome.

Virtual Resume & Mock Interview Workshops (April 7 & 14) – The Younger Chemists Committee (Jim and Matt) will host virtual resume and mock‑interview workshops for students and early‑career chemists. Outreach is underway to CBC, Yakima Valley College, WSU Tri‑Cities, and other regional campuses; a flyer is being circulated for feedback.

Pasco Farmers Market Outreach (Late June) – The section is planning an outreach activity at the Pasco farmers market using the ACS Earth Day theme. Vanessa will submit a non‑profit vendor application and target Kids and Family Day. Activities will emphasize broad community engagement, including indigenous communities.	Comment by Dagle, Vanessa: Please add summer picnic

Summer Picnic (Date TBD—Summer) –Kristin will lead planning for the summer picnic. Details (date, location, and activities) will be finalized once more information is available about the ACS President’s visit and other summer commitments.

Annual Social & ACS President Visit (Date TBD – Fall) – The section aims to align the annual social with a potential visit from ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez during his West Coast trip. Dave will work with him to identify dates; Kristin will lead planning for the annual social once his schedule is confirmed.
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