


3/11/2026		Comment by SANDRA FISKUM: You lose your footer on page 4. Can you add it back in to include all pages?
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa Dagle

1. Attendance: Sonia Alcantar Anguiano, Shirmir Branch, Vanessa Dagle, Sandy Fiskum, Jim Floyd, Colby Heideman, David Heldebrant, Matthew Hurlock, Jared Kroll, Steve Krogsrud, Kristin Omberg, and Cassandra Reese.
2. Approve February 2026 Meeting Minutes: Cassandra presents the February 2026 executive committee (EC) meeting minutes. Sandra recommended adding a page break and fixing spacing around the Treasurer’s report; Cassandra agreed to make these edits. Sandra moved to approve the minutes as presented; Kristin seconded. The motion passed unanimously. Cassandra has for action to upload the EC minutes to the website.
3. Approval of Treasurer’s Report (February 2026): Starting balances: savings $52,464.62; checking $3,954.51. One transaction: $42.75 (Amazon, STEM supplies), ending balances: savings $52,464.62; checking $3,911.76. Sandra moved to approve the Treasurer’s report; Kristin seconded. The report was approved unanimously. Jared will send the report to Cassandra for the records. Vanessa reminded Jared that the financial audit and tax form must be completed by the end of March. Jared confirmed that receipts were provided to Phillip Koech and committed to completing the tax form that evening and getting all documentation to Phillip this week. Actions: Jared send finalized Treasurer’s report to Cassandra. Jared provides all necessary documentation to Phillip and complete the tax form for the audit by the end of March.
4. STEM Event Summaries and Planning: 
a. Richland Public Library STEM Event (Recent) – Jim described activities demonstrating hydrophobic vs. hydrophilic behavior (wax paper vs. paper towel, cinnamon, etc.), which engaged children in observation and discussion. Shirmir reported ~175 attendees with steady participation. Vanessa noted that the cinnamon activity was popular but a bit challenging for younger kids and may be adjusted in future.
b. Upcoming Pasco Elementary School STEM Event – Vanessa reported an upcoming event at a Pasco elementary school, with Sonia leading and a volunteer team of ~7–8 people. A larger student audience is expected, and plans for coverage and breaks were discussed. Sonia is testing recipes for bouncy balls and plans to document the event with photos.
5. NORM Luncheon and Donation Discussion: Kristin updated the group on communications about the upcoming NORM in Boise and identified Ram Devanathan as the current NOR board representative. Vanessa reviewed prior donation practices, noting that the section has not donated recently due to budget deficits. Shirmir and Sonia recalled that earlier support was often tied to the Women Chemists Committee luncheon, using that committee’s budget line. Kristin clarified that the current request is for $100–$200 to help students attend the NORM Women Chemists Committee luncheon. Kristin agreed to contact the board representative for more context. Action: Kristin will reach out to the NOR board representative (Ram) for more information on the luncheon donation request.
6. Student Chapter and Outreach Activities (EOU): Colby reported: A virtual seminar for EOU students by Marvell. A well‑attended chemistry magic show for a Head Start group, with strong engagement from children and parents. The student club advisor and colleagues will attend the upcoming ACS National Meeting in Atlanta (Colby will not attend due to conflict). The chapter is planning an outreach activity at the local farmers market (late April/May) using the ACS Earth Day theme and is considering ways to engage indigenous populations, drawing on lessons from prior grant efforts.
7. NORM 2028 Bid / NOR Board: Dave and reported on progress toward a NORM 2028 bid. Dave and Janet have obtained the bid form that must be submitted prior to the NOR Board meeting at NORM 2026 in Boise. The NOR Board Chair, the Richland Section’s NOR representative (Ram), and ACS Regional Meetings staff have been notified of our intent to bid. Dave and Janet will prepare a draft bid package and bring it to the Executive Committee for review and a vote no later than the May meeting.
8. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – Sonia reported on behalf of Janet reported that no candidates have been identified from our section for this year’s ACS Fellows class. A candidate previously considered has continued to build a strong technical record but has not yet developed sufficient ACS service. The committee noted that, if the section hosts NORM 2028, this could be an opportunity to engage him more deeply in visible ACS service and leadership roles. 
b. Bylaws – Vanessa noted that the Bylaws Committee has been formed, with Janet as chair and Shirmir as co‑chair. Vanessa reported on behalf of Janet that the ACS Committee on Constitution & Bylaws (C&B) has been notified of the section’s intent to update its bylaws and has provided the necessary guidance. Janet and Shirmir will meet to plan next steps using that information. We will be piloting the use of the new C&B online Section bylaws template; BMGT has already successfully piloted the Division bylaws template with great success.
c. Diversity and Inclusion – Vanessa and Shirmir described ongoing planning for a Pasco farmers market outreach presence, including submitting a non‑profit vendor application and targeting Kids and Family Day. Coordination with city contacts (e.g., Damien Davis) will continue. Follow‑up: Vanessa will submit the vendor application and follow up as needed.
d. Education – Colby is working to: Build a more active Education Committee and improve connections with regional universities and colleges. Develop a mechanism for an Outstanding Teacher Award and related materials awards, including nomination forms on the website and announcements in the newsletter. Follow‑up: Colby will create and circulate the Outstanding Teacher Award forms, share them with the Executive Committee for review, and once reviewed he will send them to Matt Monroe for website posting.
e. Government Affairs – Kristin and Matthew proposed shifting the focus of Government Affairs toward public science communication (e.g., science cafés, an annual public event). Sandra and others expressed support for this direction.
f. Membership – Sandra reported 16 new members, 14 terminations, one transfer, one reinstatement, and the passing of two long‑time members, Dr. Cal Delegard and Dr. David Dodd.
g. Nominations – No update
h. Programs – Dave reported that ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez has offered to visit PNNL and the local section during a future West Coast trip; he is known to be engaging and enthusiastic about selfies. Kristin suggested a “selfie station” and suitable swag for the event. Vanessa proposed aligning the annual social with President Hernandez’s visit, if scheduling allows, and asked Kristin to chair planning for the summer picnic and annual social. Follow‑up: Dave will coordinate with President Hernandez regarding his West Coast schedule and potential visit date; Kristin will lead planning for the picnic and annual social once dates are solidified. 
i. Public Relations / Newsletter – Shirmir requested event updates, photos, and news items for inclusion in the newsletter.
j. Women Chemists – Shirmir is planning a virtual science café later in the year featuring Melissa Park (UCLA), with possible in‑person participation depending on guest schedule.
k. [bookmark: _Hlk218782499]Younger Chemists – Jim and Matt presented a flyer for virtual resumé and mock‑interview workshops scheduled for April 7 and 14. They are reaching out to local colleges and early‑career professionals and requested feedback on the flyer as well as department contacts at CBC, Yakima, WSU Tri‑Cities, etc. Follow‑up: Jim will email the flyer to the council for feedback and corrections.
l. Environmental – No update as the position is vacant.
m. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – Jared reported no new safety issues or updates.
n. Historian – No update as the position is vacant.
9. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 7:20 pm.
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	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	02/01/2026 - 02/28/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 03/10/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 03/11/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,954.51
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$0.00
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Amazon
	$42.75 
	21a
	2/17/2026
	Supplies for Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day (DEI grant), debit card

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$42.75
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,911.76
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 3/11/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 






Upcoming Events


Reach Museum / Earth‑Day (April) – A spring event is planned; volunteers are needed and will be recruited via follow‑up email

Virtual Resume & Mock Interview Workshops (April 7 & 14) – The Younger Chemists Committee (Jim and Matt) will host virtual resume and mock‑interview workshops for students and early‑career chemists. Outreach is underway to CBC, Yakima, WSU Tri‑Cities, and other regional campuses; a flyer is being circulated for feedback.

Pasco Farmers Market Outreach (Late April/May) – The section is planning an outreach activity at the Pasco farmers market using the ACS Earth Day theme. Vanessa will submit a non‑profit vendor application and target Kids and Family Day. Activities will emphasize broad community engagement, including indigenous communities.

Annual Social & ACS President Visit (Date TBD – Fall) – The section aims to align the annual social with a potential visit from ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez during his West Coast trip. Kristin will chair planning for the picnic and annual social once his schedule is confirmed.
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