


2/11/2026	
Call to order: 6:01 pm by Vanessa

1. Attendance: Sonia Alcantar Anguiano, Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato, Vanessa Dagle, Sandy Fiskum, Jim Floyd, Colby Heideman, David Heldebrant, Matthew Hurlock, Jared Kroll, Steve Krogsrud, Kristin Omberg, and Cassandra Reese.
2. Approve December 2025 Meeting Minutes: Cassandra presents the January 2026 executive committee (EC) meeting minutes. David Heldebrant moved to approve the December EC minutes, and Sandy Fiskum seconded the motion. The January EC minutes were approved unanimously. Cassandra has for action to upload the EC minutes to the website.
3. Approval of Treasurer’s Report (December 2025 and January 2026): Jared presented the December treasurer’s report, summarizing starting balances, receipts, and expenses (including reimbursements and supplies). Sonia moved to approve the December report; Sandra seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. Jared then presented the January report, noting no transactions for the month. Sandy moved to approve the December report; Colby seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
4. EOU Chemistry Club Funding Request: Bethany and Hannah from the Eastern Oregon University Chemistry Club requested support for 10 students to attend the ACS National Spring Conference. Estimated total cost is $6,760 (airfare, lodging, registration, and transportation). The club has raised $1,080 and applied for a $500 ACS travel grant and other opportunities. They will present two research posters and one club poster. Sonia shared information on additional ACS travel grants (including one with a May deadline for up to $2,000) and posted a link for the students. Vanessa, Colby, and others encouraged further grant applications. Members emphasized continuing strong support for EOU while working to re‑engage other regional colleges.
5. 2026 Annual Budget Review and Approval: Jared walked through the proposed 2026 budget, comparing it to 2025 actuals. Vanessa noted that no IPG or LS‑MEET grants were received last year and that overall “belt‑tightening” is needed due to recurring deficits. Key points: Revenue: stable ACS allotment, member commissions, local dues, interest, and a renewed $100 donation from Dave; potential 2026 grant income (IPG and LS‑MEET) assumed. Expenses: student travel awards, a new $1,000 line for the Evergreen Dynamics robotics team, continued support for awards, outreach (NCW, Olympiad, Saturday Science, Earth Day), STEM events, leadership travel, and committee activities; a one‑time “equipment storage” line will be added for shelving/bins. The projected 2026 deficit is ~$13k.
Sandra moved to approve the 2026 budget as presented (with the discussed adjustments); Sonia seconded. The budget was approved unanimously.
6. Student Travel Awards Allocation: The EC considered how much to budget for ACS student travel awards. In 2025, $4,000 was allocated and fully used by EOU; the draft 2026 budget had $3,000. Members weighed $3,000 vs $4,000, noting the robotics team’s new $1,000 line and the high cost of Atlanta. Vanessa proposed setting the travel‑awards budget at $3,500, assuming EOU may receive a $500 grant. Anna, Cassandra, and others supported this compromise, and the EC agreed to $3,500 for student travel awards.
7. Future Fundraising – Northwest Regional Meeting (NORM): Dave and Janet proposed that the section bid to host the Northwest Regional Meeting (NORM) in 2028 or 2029, consistent with the section’s historical practice of hosting about every ten years to rebuild reserves. They volunteered to begin planning and to work with the NORM board and regional companies on sponsorships. The EC expressed support for exploring this as a major fundraising effort
8. Change of Bank Signatures and Debit Card: Cassandra reported that the bank staff member handling signature changes is on maternity leave, but a colleague has contacted Kristin, Vanessa, and Jared; Jared has signed the new documents. Vanessa will go to the bank to complete the signature update.
Sonia requested to remain a debit card holder to facilitate event purchases. Vanessa agreed to ask the bank whether Sonia can retain a card or whether another officer should obtain one.
9. ACS Leadership Institute Update: Dave reported on the ACS Leadership Institute, which he attended with Kristin, Anna, and Mariefel. They received training on grants, leadership, and mentorship and presented Richland’s best practices in mentoring and succession planning. Dave also noted new grant opportunities and that ACS President Rigoberto Hernandez has offered to visit the section in October for a seminar and possible science café.
10. STEM Events: Vanessa reported that three STEM events are upcoming (February, March, and April) and that volunteers are needed; details were posted in the chat. 
a. Richland Public Library STEM Event (February, Thursday 4–6 pm) – Vanessa will lead an activity themed around spices (e.g., hydrophobic cinnamon). She is seeking at least one additional volunteer and will email members and recent social attendees who have expressed interest in volunteering. 
b. Kids Engineering Day (Pi Day at Edwin Markham Elementary, Benton City) – Sonia will lead this event on Pi Day, 10 am–1 pm, featuring activities such as bouncy polymer balls and starch‑and‑glue slime, reusing existing supplies. Volunteers are invited; carpooling is possible. Sonia will ask Anna to send an email to the membership requesting volunteers. 
c. Mid‑Columbia Science Fair (March) – Vanessa noted the fair is in March and that the section needs volunteers, particularly for judging the local chemistry awards named in honor of a founding member. Dave, who has coordinated for many years, cannot lead this year and Vanessa will assume coordination between our section and the fair organizers. Matt volunteered to help with judging and will register. Anna reminded volunteers that ACS background checks are required before working with youth and will share the link.
d. Reach Museum / Earth‑Day‑type event (April) – A spring event is planned; volunteers are needed and will be recruited via follow‑up email.
11. Committee Reports:
a. Awards – No updates.
b. Diversity and Inclusion – Anna requested that the committee be labeled “Inclusion and Belonging” in the budget and records to align with ACS national terminology.
c. Education – No update.
d. Government affair – No update. 
e. Membership – Sandra indicated we have 4 new members and 5 terminations. Current total membership of 360.
f. Nominations – No update
g. Programs – No update. 
h. Public relations / Newsletter – Steve will include a call for Mid‑Columbia Science Fair volunteers in the next newsletter, leaving the coordinator slot open for a volunteer.
i. Women Chemists – No new activities reported; the 2026 budget for the Women Chemists Committee reflects reduced funding due to overall budget constraints.
j. [bookmark: _Hlk218782499]Young Chemist – Matt and Jim are organizing a virtual resume workshop and mock interviews, targeting students from CBC, Yakima, WSU Tri‑Cities, and other area schools. They will use these events to share information from the section and help re‑establish contacts; they will follow up with Shirmir and others to identify faculty/department contacts.
k. Environmental – No update as the position is vacant.
l. [bookmark: _Hlk124767958]Safety – No update.
m. Historian – No update as the position is vacant.
12. Round Table – 
Vanessa adjourns the meeting at 7:20 pm.









2026 Final Budget

	
	2026

	REVENUES
	

	(1) Annual ACS Allotment (plus dues)*
	$8,094.00 

	
	

	(2) New member commissions
	$150.00 

	(3) Donations, contributions
	$100.00 

	a) Bequests and/or trusts 
	 $-   

	(4) Rebate from ACS for Councilor travel expenses
	$4,000.00 

	(5) ACS Awards or Grants received (e.g., METT, IPG, ACS Inter-Chapter Relations Grant)
	$7,000.00 

	(6) Program revenue (short courses, lecture series etc.)*
	$-   

	(7) Local section dues, affiliate dues
	$450.00 

	(8) Interest, dividends*
	$125.00 

	(9) Special events and activities (*reimbursements)
	$-   

	(10) Meals (include total meals in revenue)
	$-   

	(11) Other revenue (describe and itemize)
	$-   

	a) Contribution to joint society meeting
	$-   

	b) Early bird discount for leadership training
	$400.00 

	(12) TOTAL REVENUES
	$20,319.00 

	
	

	EXPENSES
	

	(13) Subsidies to subsections, topical groups, or affiliate groups
	$-   

	(14) Awards, scholarships, grants, etc.
	

	a)  Travel awards/Registration for ACS student members
	$3,500.00 

	b)  K-12 STEM Teacher Grants
	$500.00 

	c)  Outstanding Teacher Award
	$300.00 

	d)  High School Student Award
	$200.00 

	e)  General Awards (for milestone members) 
	 $550.00 

	f)  Supplemental Awards
	$200.00 

	g) Evergreen Dynamics (Robotics team)
	$1,000.00 

	(15) Administrative expenses (financial bookkeeping)
	$100.00 

	(16) Printing, publications, newsletters, meeting announcements, postage
	

	a) Newsletter
	$1,800.00 

	b) Public relations
	$200.00 

	c) Web update
	$20.00 

	d) Miscellaneous
	$150.00 

	(17) Local Meetings (include speakers' expenses)
	

	a) Speakers
	$300.00 

	b) ACS Picnic
	$600.00 

	c) ACS Annual social
	$4,500.00 

	d) Science Cafes
	$500.00 

	(18) Meals
	$-   

	(19) Travel subsidies to Councilors
	$2,000.00 

	(20) Travel subsidy and fee for Local Section Leadership Conference
	$4,500.00 

	(21) Other expenses (describe and itemize)
	

	a) K-12 outreach
	$600.00 

	b) Grant (METT, IPG, other ACS grants)*
	$6,500.00 

	c) NCW
	$500.00 

	d) Olympiad
	$200.00 

	e) Science Fair and award
	$750.00 

	f) Investigators of Science
	$600.00 

	g) Saturday Science
	$500.00 

	h) Diversity Affairs Committee
	$300.00 

	i) Earth Day
	$400.00 

	j) Project SEED
	$-   

	k) Joint society meeting 
	 $100.00 

	l) Women Chemists Committee
	$600.00 

	m) Environmental improvement committee
	$100.00 

	n) Chemical safety committee 
	 $300.00 

	o) Young Chemist Committee
	$500.00 

	p) Supplies Storage
	$200.00 

	(22) TOTAL EXPENSES
	$33,070.00 

	
	

	(23) EXCESS (DEFICIT)
	$(12,751.00)



	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	12/01/2025 - 12/31/2025

	Completed by Jared Kroll 01/12/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 02/11/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,428.65
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$6,504.40
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	Banner Bank
	$35.97
	8
	12/31/2025
	Interest directed to Savings

	American Chemical Society
	$400.00
	11b
	12/31/2025
	Leadership Institute travel stipend (for 2026), checking

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$435.97
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	Heron Bluff Vineyard
	$2,003.01 
	12b
	12/05/2025
	From Vine to Glass event, IPG grant, debit card

	Sonia Alcantar
	$104.37 
	12b
	12/16/2025
	Reimbursements for Vine to Wine snacks and supplies (IPG grant) check# 2038

	USPS
	$6.51 
	14e
	12/17/2025
	Letters to milestone members, debit card

	Steve Krogsrud
	$667.55 
	17d, 17c, 16a
	12/17/2025
	Reimbursements for science café ($77.92, 17d), Annual Social member postcards ($27.13, 17c), and Visual Verve ($562.50, 16a) check# 2080

	Colby Heideman
	$119.45 
	21c
	12/17/2025
	Reimbursement for National Chemistry Week supplies, check# 2081

	Matthew Monroe
	$49.00 
	16d
	12/22/2025
	Reimbursement for Electionrunner.com fees, check# 2082

	Total spent this period
	$2,949.89
	 
	 
	   

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,990.48
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 2/11/2026
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ACS Richland Section

	Treasurer's Report

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	01/01/2026 - 01/31/2026

	Completed by Jared Kroll 02/10/2026

	Presented by Jared Kroll 02/11/2026

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Starting Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,954.51
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total receipts for this period
	$0.00
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenses
	 
	 
	 
	 

	To 
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date Paid
	Description; check number

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total spent this period
	$0.00
	 
	 
	   

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Transfers
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From
	Amount
	Budget
Category
	Date
	Description; Directed to:

	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ending Balance
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Savings
	$52,464.62
	 
	 
	 

	Checking
	$3,954.51
	 
	 
	 

	Approved 2/11/2026
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Upcoming Events

Richland Public Library STEM Event (February, Thursday 4–6 pm) – Vanessa will lead an activity themed around spices (e.g., hydrophobic cinnamon). She is seeking at least one additional volunteer and will email members and recent social attendees who expressed interest in volunteering. 

Kids Engineering Day (Pi Day at Edwin Markham Elementary, Benton City) – Sonia will lead this event on Pi Day, 10 am–1 pm, featuring activities such as bouncy polymer balls and starch‑and‑glue slime, reusing existing supplies. Volunteers are invited; carpooling is possible. Sonia will ask Anna to send an email to the membership requesting volunteers. 

Mid‑Columbia Science Fair (March) – Vanessa noted the fair is in March and that the section needs volunteers, particularly for judging the local chemistry awards named in honor of a founding member. Dave, who has coordinated for many years, cannot lead this year. Matt volunteered to help with judging and will register. Anna reminded volunteers that ACS background checks are required before working with youth and will share the link.


Reach Museum / Earth‑Day‑type event (April) – A spring event is planned; volunteers are needed and will be recruited via follow‑up email
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