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7/16/2025  

Call to order: 6:02 pm by Emily Diaz 

 

Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato, Emily Diaz, Sandy Fiskum, Janet Bryant, and Jared Kroll.   

1. Approve June 2025 Meeting Minutes – Emily presents the June 2025 executive committee (EC) 

meeting minutes. The EC minutes were moved to be voted on via email. 

2. Approve June 2025 Treasurer’s Report – Jared presents the June 2025 treasurer’s report.  The 

starting balance is $52,848.14 in the savings account and $11,591.20 in the checking account. There 

was one receipt of interest on the Banner Bank for $42.45. The treasurer’s report was moved to be voted 

on via email.  

3. Social Summer Picnic: Shirmir presents an update on the ACS picnic where ASM (American Society 

of Chemicals) was invited to attend. It was hosted at the Badger Mountain Park. Vanessa organized the 

event and sent a PowerPoint summary presentation describing which noted a successful event with 24 

attendees. The picnic was on June 22nd from 12:00PM to 2:00PM. There were 24 attendees. 

4. DEIR Grant Update: Shirmir gives an update on the DEIR grant. She suggests looking into organizing 

a different event or reaching out with ACS as the original plans with the Umatilla tribe did not continue 

due to lack of response. It was suggested to organize something for next summer. There has not been a 

decision on this funding yet. There is no penalty for not spending the funds this year, but another DEIR 

Grant cannot be applied for again until then. Anna does think it would be a good idea to contact John 

Cox and other leaders to inquire about the possibility of organizing something in the fall. Janet supports 

Anna’s idea of broadening our collaboration with other groups such as the Women’s Chemist 

Committee as it applies to the grant. 

5. LS-MEET Winery Event: The activity will be held July 24th at Heron Bluff Vineyard and Winery. 

An email was sent for registration. 

6. Student Chapter Activities: No update. 

7. Committee Reports: 

a. Awards – Janet presents an update for the awards committee. No update for national awards. There 

was a submission for Mickie before she moved out. A nomination would need to be finished by 

August if there are nominations. Janet would like to work through the membership list with Sandy 

and select someone to nominate. There are some travel awards for students for a variety of reasons. 

It would be good to get the word out to the student members and let them know there is help 

available. Ideas for avenues on sharing this information are welcome. 

b. Diversity and Inclusion – No update. 

c. Education – No update. 

d. Government affair – No update.  
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e. Membership – Sandy mentions that she emailed LSAC around the 4th of July to obtain a list of 

50/60/70-year members. She wants to send a save-the-date letter to this year’s honorees. The 

section needs to let ACS know that the honoree certificates were not received. Sandy indicated that 

she would reach out again, including Mark O’Brian, for this information. Sandy received Jared’s 

profile for member spotlight in the upcoming newsletter.  

f. Nominations – No update 

g. Programs – No update.  

h. Public relations – Steve asked for input by the end of this month. 

i. Women Chemists – No update. 

j. Environmental – No update. 

k. Safety – No update. 

l. Historian – No update as the position is vacant. 

8. Round Table –  

Shirmir announces a joint social event- for local chapters and professional societies) including the 

American Society of Materials, the American Nuclear Society, the International Society for 

Automation, the American Chemical Society, and American Institute of Chemical Engineers- at Terra 

Blanca Winery, August 14th, 6pm. Shirmir will be the point of contact for this event. This will be a no-

host Happy Hour event limited to 21 people. Shirmir will work on a flyer to advertise with our members. 

Shirmir presents information on a tour of the Framatome facility organized by ASM on Friday August 

8th. She will send this information to Anna to share. A response is requested by August 5th to get a head 

count. The invitation will have all the instructions.  

Janet supplemented information to the councilor’s report for the next meeting. The ACS scholars’ 

program has been pulled back. The program has been renamed, and those in the pipeline as an ACS 

scholar will continue. A broader scholarship program will be replacing this. Janet also mentioned that 

the establishment of the CANN subdivision will not be up for vote at Council. The Division of Chemical 

health and safety and other subcommittees still have more work to do before this continues. Anna 

previously brought up assigning floating ACS members (i.e., members outside the boundaries of 

chapter-designated geographical regions). This is in motion, and the Richland Section could gain 

members who are just outside of our currently designated region. 

Janet highlights through nominations and elections that the director 6 position will roll over again in 

2027. If there is anyone within the district that would be willing, or we would like to nominate, this is 

welcomed.  



 
 

Richland Section Executive Committee Meeting 

July 16th, 2025, Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 

 

Version #1 
7/16/2025 

Page 3 of 5 

 

Anna adds that a vote will take place to establish a new committee called CALC which stands for 

Committee on the Advancement of LGBTQ+ Chemists. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:40pm  
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Starting Balance

Savings $52,840.14

Checking $11,591.20

Receipts

From Amount
Budget

Category
Date Directed to:

Banner Bank $42.45 8 6/30/2025 Interest deposit directed to Savings

Total receipts for this period $42.45

Expenses

To Amount
Budget

Category
Date Paid Description; check number

Wal-Mart $290.66 17b 6/20/2025 Food and supplies for annual picnic, debit card

Safeway $23.92 17b 6/23/2025 Ice for annual picnic, debit card

Wal-Mart $76.77 17b 6/23/2025 Supplies for annual picnic, debit card

Total spent this period $391.35    

 

Transfers

From Amount
Budget

Category
Date Description; Directed to:

Checking $8,000.00 N/A 6/02/2025 Online transfer to Savings

Ending Balance

Savings $60,882.59

Checking $3,199.85

Approved 

Treasurer's Report

06/01/2025 - 06/30/2025

Completed by Jared Kroll 07/13/2025

Presented by Jared Kroll 07/16/2025
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

• August 17-21, 2025: ACS Fall Meeting – Washington, DC 

• October 2025: National Chemistry Week – various locations. 

• November 7th 2025: Annual Social – Richland Community Center. 


