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3/12/2025  
Call to order: 6:04 pm by Vanessa Dagle  
 
Attendance:  Steve Krogsrud, David Heldebrant, Janet Bryant, Jared Kroll, Vanessa Dagle, Sandy 
Fiskum, Emily Diaz, Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato  

1. Approve January 2025 Meeting Minutes – Emily presents the February 2025 executive committee 
(EC) meeting minutes. Approval of the EC minutes was conducted in the meeting. The EC minutes 
were approved March 12th unanimously. 

2. Approve January 2025 Treasurer’s Report – Jared presents the February 2025 treasurer’s report.  
Starting balance is $60,296.01 in the savings account and $3,172.90 in the checking account. There 
were 3 expenses supporting Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, Chocolate Factory tour, and 
newsletter production totaling $1209.71. The income for February 2025 is equal to $745.00 (inclusive 
of a monetary donation and ACS local section dues) as detailed in the attached report. The treasurer’s 
report was approved March 12th unanimously. 

3. Virtual Women’s Breakfast – Janet presents the update on the virtual women’s breakfast. Mickey 
Rogers did a wonderful job organizing this as an IUPAC held activity. Shirmir notes that the event went 
well with 8 attendees. Suggestions were made for earlier advertisements to increase interest and 
participation. 

4. 2024 Annual Report – Shirmir presents the 2024 annual report and notes that it was turned it on time. 

5. Girl’s + Kid’s Engineering Day – Shirmir presents the activities summary.  

a. For Girls Engineering Day, there was an activity table featuring catapults made of popsicles sticks 
and rubber bands. The kids enjoyed it. There were ~75 sign-ins from middle school age kids as 
well as their families (parents were not included in the tally of 75). The attendance was tallied at 
the event. Five ACS Richland Section volunteers were involved. 

b. Mark Twain Elementary School in Pasco had a smaller activity with the same exercise. A vote was 
taken by the participants for the best activities which resulted in 5 votes for the ACS Richland 
Section catapults despite it being tucked away at the back of the room. There were 6 ACS Richland 
Section volunteers for this event. There was a higher turn out for the Girls Engineering Day event. 

6. Recent Tours:  Vanessa presents the update on the recent tours. Last year a grant was won and with 
this the plan was to organize a total of 5 events. The Chocolate Factory tour at Country Mercantile was 
done on February 22nd. There was only a capacity of 25. There was a turnout of 23 people with 10 ACS 
members and 13 non-ACS members (including 4 kids under 12 and 2 middle/high school students). 
Everyone had one workstation to do chocolate dipping where they were shown how to melt chocolate 
and obtain desired melt temperature. The second activity included a chocolate bar decorating contest, 
where they were given 4 toppings to decorate their chocolate bar. There were new ACS members in 
attendance and members who had not attended a tour before. 
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The LIGO Tour was the first tour organized by our local section as part of the LS-MEET grant, 2025 
This was organized for ACS members plus family and friends. There were 25 people registered within 
1 day, with 15 attendees (attendance of 60%). There were 8 ACS members and 7 non-ACS members. 
They started in the discovery hall, then continued to a presentation of the history of LIGO by Dr. Fred 
Raab. They were able to see the control room and finished with observing the laser tunnels outside 
during a guided tour. 

7. Mid-Columbia Science Fair: David Heldebrant presents information about the Mid-Columbia 
Science Fair. It will be held March 13th at WSU Tri-Cities. There are various local ACS members that 
are volunteering. There is a new layout and orientation, so it is recommended to reach out to Ram 
Devanathan or to David. Vanessa will check in with Sonia to see who can be there to hand out the 
awards.  

8. ACS Spring Meeting – Anna presents the information on the ACS Spring Meeting. The Richland 
Section has signed up to participate in the Local Section Row during Sci-Mix.  Anna will be responsible 
for printing and bringing a poster that highlights the local section activities in 2024.  There will also be 
a table that will need to be decorated with information about the local section. A tablecloth is provided. 
It was recommended to reach out to the visitor center. Janet will reach out to the Tri-Cities Visitor and 
Convention Bureau for promotional materials about our area for use at the Sci-Mix Local Section Row 
table. Shirmir has generic ACS materials (not Richland specific) that may be useful. Anna, Karen 
Rodda, and Janet will staff the table, rotating as needed. 

9. CCEW Events – Shirmir presents information on the Reach Museums Tri-Cities Earth Day. This event 
is about glaciers. This will be a 4-hour event plus about 1 hour before and after for set up and clean up. 
Support is being requested for this.  

10. Student Chapter Activities – Not covered as the members to cover this were not able to make it. 

11. Committee Reports – 

a. Awards – No submissions have been started for ACS Fellows award and due to the time it will take 
to complete this process, Janet and Shirmir will put a pause on this. 

b. Diversity and Inclusion – No update. 

c. Education – No update. 

d. Government affair – No update.  

e. Membership – Sandy brings an update and states we are currently at 405 members. There are 
numerous new memberships by college students. 

f. Nominations – No update 

g. Programs – No update. 
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h. Public relations – No update. 

i. Women Chemists – No update. 

j. Environmental – No update. 

k. Safety – No update. 

l. Historian – No update as the position is vacant. 

12. Round Table –  

Shirmir mentions that the tribe has been unresponsive for the formal mentorship program. They settled 
on a student tour of a PNNL lab, including a lecture and lunch. They are also working to organize a 
science café in the Tri-Cities and one at the reservation. Both are being pushed to be done before the 
tour of the PNNL lab.  

Anna brought up that there are many counties around the nation that are not part of any local sections.  
Recently, the Local Section Activities Committee (LSAC) has reviewed existing and unassigned 
territories and has made recommendations on assigning the currently unassigned territory to Local 
Sections.  The Richland Section will gain Baker County, OR Douglas County, WA Gilliam County, 
OR Grant County, OR Morrow County, OR Wallowa County, OR and Wheeler County, OR.  The EC 
needs to provide feedback by April 30th. 

Vanessa adjourns the executive committee meeting at 7:05 pm.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
• March 13th: Science Fair – WSU Tri-Cities (Awards day on March 15th). 
• March 2025:  Visit of Wheat Head Brewing – Chemistry behind the making of Beer. 
• March 23-27, 2025: ACS Spring Meeting – San Diego. 
• April 2025: CCEW/Earth Day – various locations. 
• August 17-21, 2025: ACS Fall Meeting – Washington, DC 
• October 2025: National Chemistry Week – various locations. 
• November 2025: Annual Social – location and date TBD. 

Starting Balance
Savings $60,296.01
Checking $3,172.90

Receipts

From Amount Budget
Category Date Directed to:

Dave Heldebrant donation for Mid-Columbia Science Fair $100.00 3 2/18/2025 Checking
American Chemical Society $645 7 2/19/2025 Checking

Total receipts for this period $745.00

Expenses

To Amount Budget
Category Date Paid Description; check number

Wal-Mart $144.71 21a 2/12/2025 Supplies for Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day
Country Merchantile $440.00 21b 2/24/2025 Chocolate Factory tour, debit card (LS MEET grant)
Visual Verve Design and Print $625.00 16a 2/24/2025 February 2025 newsletter, check # 2020

Total spent this period $1,209.71    

 

Transfers

From Amount Budget
Category Date Description; Directed to:

N/A

Ending Balance
Savings $60,296.01
Checking $2,708.19

Approved 3/13/2025

ACS Richland Section
Treasurer's Report

02/01/2025 - 02/28/2025
Completed by Jared Kroll 03/11/2025
Presented by Jared Kroll 03/12/2025


