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2/05/2025  
Call to order: 6:06 pm  
 
Attendance: Alara Campbell, Holly Mays, Sonia Alcantar, Anna Cavinato, Shirmir Branch, Emily Diaz, 
Colby Heideman, Vanessa Dagle, David Heldebrant, Janet Bryant, Jared Kroll, Deepika Malhotra, Sandra 
Fiskum, and Steve Krogsrud. 

1. Approve January 2025 Meeting Minutes – Emily presents the January 2025 executive committee 
(EC) meeting minutes. Approval of the EC minutes was conducted in the meeting. The EC minutes 
were approved February 5th unanimously. 

2. Approve January 2025 Treasurer’s Report – Jared presents the January 2025 treasurer’s report.  
Starting balance is $50,296.01 in savings account and $13,885.45 in checking account. There were no 
receipts for January 2025. The total of the expenses for January 2025 is equal to $712.55 as detailed in 
the attached report. A portion of the checking account’s balance ($10K) was transferred to the savings 
account. Ending balance is $60,296.01 in savings and $3,172.90 in checking. The treasurer’s report 
was approved February 5th unanimously. 

3. 2024 Annual Report – Sonia notes that the complete report will be due on the 15th of February. The 
point of contact is Shirmir Branch. Shirmir notes that estimates have been made on metrics for event 
attendance based on the Google form registrations; however, there was one link being repeated for 
various events. For moving forward this year, Shirmir encourages the use of the available Google form 
template for registrations and surveys but she encourages making a copy of the template and renaming 
it to have a different form to refer to for each event, facilitating the annual report for next year. 

4. CCEW Coordinator – Anna presents an update on the CCEW coordinator. She received an email 
from Robin Polk asking who the coordinator for Chemist Celebrate Earth Week would be and has 
volunteered after checking in with Sonia to see if someone had signed up. She encourages volunteers 
to help with this as well and will continue to work with Colby and the chemistry club locally. She thinks 
it would also be good to have someone locally (i.e., Tri-Cities area). The responsibilities include small 
tasks such as writing a report for Chemists Celebrate Earth Day and including images. Sonia 
volunteered to help with this. 

5. Outreach Opportunities – Sonia presents the upcoming outreach opportunities starting with Introduce 
a Girl to Engineering, on February 20th from 4pm-6pm at the Richland Library. Then there is Kid’s 
Engineering Day on March 1st, at Mark Twain Elementary School. The Science Fair is on March 13th 
at WSU Tri-Cities. Sonia mentions that if someone would like to volunteer to be a judge, to let her 
know. Catapult hearts will be done for the Introduce a Girl to Engineering event and for the Kid’s 
Engineering Day event as there will be a surplus of materials. 

A donation increase request from the Mid-Columbia Science Fair from the budgeted $500 to 
$600 was discussed (not inclusive of the $150 for the awards that are provided by the ACS 
Richland Section). David Heldebrant volunteered to give a $100.00 donation to increase the 
Richland Section budgeted amount to the MCSF from $500 to $600. 
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6. Students Chapter – Eastern Oregon University, chemistry student chapter, presents a request for 
funding to support the chemistry club’s trip to present at the National ACS spring meeting in San Diego, 
CA. The Vice President of the student chapter, Alara Campbell, and the treasurer, Holly Mays, present 
this request for the funding of 10 students to attend the ACS spring meeting. Three posters will be 
presented. A research group with Professor Colin Andrew covering novel fluorine complexes of 
cytochrome will be presented as well as a poster during the Sci-Mix covering their 2024 outstanding 
award-winning activities. The registration fees for 10 students comes to a total of $1,250.00. The per 
diems only include lodging, with meals being covered by the students themselves. There will be 3 
student rooms, at a per day cost of $236.89 per day for 4 days, coming to a total of $3,203.52.  

For transportation, they will be taking separate vehicles (4) to travel to Boise (340 mi.). For airfare, the 
total will be $3,430.00 for the 10 students, with each round-trip flight costing $343.00. The club is 
willing to contribute $1,000.00 through fundraising. In funds from past terms, they have $1,843.00 and 
have received grants with a total of $1,500.00. This leaves their total funds at $4,343.00. The remaining 
amount needed for the ACS trip is $4,424.52. 

Sandy moved that the entire $4,000.00 budgeted for travel awards/registration for ACS student 
members be allocated to the Eastern Oregon University student chapter. This was seconded and 
approved February 5th unanimously. 

7. ACS Leadership Institute Experience: Jared, Emily, and Anna share their experience from the ACS 
Leadership Institute in Texas. Jared notes that it was a good trip where he was able to have some great 
networking and learn from the “Leading without Authority” class/workshop. Emily shares that she was 
also able to network with various people from different organizations and received good insight from 
the workshop. She notes that there was an individual with great media experience who would be a good 
resource for exploring other media outreach avenues. Anna helped with the poster and was able to stay 
beside it for some time.   

8. Student Chapter Activities: Colby begins presenting the information on student chapter activities. 
The chemistry club will be doing a magic show for La Grande Middle School. This will be done in the 
middle of February as well as for the beginning of March.  

9. Committee Reports – 

a. Awards – Shirmir presents the awards update. There is a list of national awards that are open for 
2026 nominations, which are due November 1. ACS fellows’ nominations are due April 1. She 
encourages getting this going sooner rather than later. Janet will be working with Shirmir. 

b. Diversity and Inclusion – Anna shares the progress on the startup of the diversity speaker series. 
Mariefel has identified their speaker, Jasmin Alvarez, who is a scientist at PNNL. The date has not 
been set but will take place in CBC in-person and broadcasted. 

c. Education – No update due to slowed pace for the winter. 
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d. Government affair – No update. 

e. Membership – Sandra mentions that there are 3 new members, 255 community associates, 4 
member terminations, and 388 members in our local section. Janet proposes to do a Membership 
Spotlight to highlight achievements/accomplishments of the members for everyone to see. 

f. Nominations – No update. 

g. Programs – Vanessa mentions she is looking for venues for the annual dinner and encourages 
suggestions to be emailed to her. She also mentions the Country Mercantile activity on the 22nd of 
February. This is a Pasco location that is limited to 25 people. 

h. Public relations – Steve presents the update starting with noting corrections on the newsletter. The 
Women’s virtual breakfast to support the IUPAC project will be held next Tuesday. 

i. Women Chemists – IUPAC Global Women’s breakfast, February 11th.  There is a formal 
registration through IUPAC (International Union on Pure and Applied Chemistry) as it is an IUPAC 
annual event. 

j. Environmental – No update. 

k. Safety – No update. 

l. Historian – No update as the position is vacant. 

10. Round Table –  

Shirmir had a meeting with Kim Menthorn, from the confederated tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation to discuss plans on how to collaborate. The tentative plan is to invite one of their volunteers 
to give a science café with the local section and talk about the collaboration. This is in hopes of 
recruiting volunteers from this section to mentor one of the students from the tribe to design their own 
science project. They will have a sign-up sheet for the science project and will work on their own STEM 
office throughout the summer. They will receive input and mentorship from the Richland Section 
volunteer. They hope to have volunteers from the Richland Section sign up, starting in March. 

Sonia adjourns the January 2024 executive committee meeting at 7:05 pm.  
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Starting Balance
Savings $50,296.01
Checking $13,885.45

Receipts

From Amount Budget
Category Date Directed to:

N/A

Total receipts for this perio $0.00

Expenses

To Amount Budget
Category Date Paid Description; check number

Jared Kroll $712.55 20 1/31/2025 Reimbursement for ACS Leadership Institute travel expenses; check 
number 2019

Total spent this period $712.55    

 

Transfers

From Amount Budget
Category Date Description; Directed to:

Checking $10,000.00 N/A 1/07/2025 Online transfer from checking to savings

Ending Balance
Savings $60,296.01
Checking $3,172.90

Approved 2/5/2025

ACS Richland Section
Treasurer's Report

01/01/2025 - 01/31/2025
Completed by Jared Kroll 02/05/2025
Presented by Jared Kroll 02/05/2025
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
• February 20th, 2025: Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day - Richland Public Library. 
• February 22nd, 2025:  Country Mercantile Chocolate Factory tour – The chemistry of 

Chocolate. 
• March 1st, 20205: Kid’s Engineering Day – Mark Twain Elementary School. 
• March 8th, 2025: Visit of LIGO – Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave 

Observatory. 
• March 13th: Science Fair – WSU Tri-Cities (Awards day on March 15th). 
• March 2025:  Visit of Wheat Head Brewing – Chemistry behind the making of Beer. 
• March 23-27, 2025: ACS Spring Meeting – San Diego. 
• April 2025: CCEW/Earth Day – various locations. 
• August 17-21, 2025: ACS Fall Meeting – Washington, DC 
• October 2025: National Chemistry Week – various locations. 
• November 2025: Annual Social – location and date TBD. 

 

 
 
 


