
 
 

Richland Section Executive Committee Meeting 
September 10th, 2025, Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 
 

Version #1 
9/10/2025 

Page 1 of 5 
 

9/10/2025  
Call to order: 6:02 pm by Vanessa Dagle 
 
Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Vanessa Dagle, Emily Diaz, Sandy Fiskum, Janet Bryant, Jared Kroll, 
David Heldebrant, Colby Heideman, Steve Krogsrud, and Kristin Omberg. 

1. Approve June 2025 Meeting Minutes – Emily presents the August 2025 executive committee (EC) 
meeting minutes. Janet moved to approve the minutes, and Sandy seconded this. The minutes were 
approved unanimously. Emily has the action to upload the September 2025 EC meeting minutes to the 
Local Section (LS) website. 

2. Approve June 2025 Treasurer’s Report – Jared presents the August 2025 treasurer’s report.  Sandy 
moved to approve the treasurer report, Janet seconds the motion. The August report was approved 
unanimously.  

3. DEIR Grant Update:  Vanessa presents an update on future plans with this and recaps how previous 
plans to work with indigenous tribes in Washinton state unfortunately did not happen. Vanessa 
contacted William Meruvia to see if it was feasible to repurpose the grant for a STEM event. He was 
in favor of this. Sandy proposed looking into the Mid-Columbia Library as a possible area to hold the 
event. Shirmir noted that there will be a STEM night in Chiawana Highschool in the first week of 
October. They are seeking vendors for hands-on experiments. Vanessa plans to organize some events 
and requests that if anyone has ideas to reach out to her. 

4. IPG: From the Vine to the Glass: Shirmir presents an update on the first session of this event. The 
event was held in Benton City with 11 attendees out of the 18 who were registered. The attendees 
received an overview of the wine harvesting process. They collected the grapes from the vineyard, 
returned to the facility, crushed the grapes, and took the weights and measurements needed for 
measuring acidity. The next event is being held in a couple of weeks with the fermentation process. 
There is also an opportunity for volunteering to help with bottling the wine at the winery. The overall 
goal for this event is to have the group walk through the whole process of a barrel of wine. 

5. Newsletter- October: Steve shares some information on the newsletter. The newsletter will be released 
in October with updates on the upcoming elections for the ACS board. The newsletter will also cover 
the upcoming social event and the Science Café. 

6. Elections: If there are any candidates for Secretary, Treasurer, Chair Elect, councilor and alternate 
councilor positions please let the group know. Janet asks if the bylaws allow for self-nominations. This 
will be checked. Vanessa notes that there is a potential candidate for committee chair for the Younger 
Chemists or Committee on Environment and Sustainability. If there are those who are interested, or 
have someone they would like to suggest, please reach out to Vanessa. 

7. Science Café in the Works “The Science and Biological Responses to Low Doses of Radiation”: 
Vanessa notes this event will be in October. More details will be coming soon. 
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8. ACS NCW 2025 Coordinator Opportunity: Colby presents information on this. The EOU will be 
holding this event at La Grande. Anna has helped in providing the booklets. Planning will continue 
when the EOU students return to campus. Janet notes that she would be happy to share the responsibility 
and help with this.  

9. Student Chapter Activities: Colby notes that the process has started for the investigators of science 
events. 

10. Annual Social: Vanessa shares insights for the annual social. The event will be on November 7. Pacific 
Pasta will be catering for the event. For desserts, it was decided by the team to get various items from 
somewhere such as Costco or Fred Meyer to provide variety at a reasonable price.  

11. Committee Reports: 
a. Awards – Janet provides an update for the awards. There has been no interest in nominating anyone 

for national awards.  

b. Diversity and Inclusion – No update. 

c. Education – No update. 

d. Government affair – Kristin shares an update for government affairs. She shares that the D.C. 
meeting corresponded with a bigger discussion on government affairs. There were discussions 
about workshops in D.C. and how to talk to someone about science who is not familiar with the 
technical aspect (such as a member of Congress). They used Mad Libs which had a script to follow 
which helped people have a positive outlook on interacting with their government affairs people. 

e. Membership – Sandy notes there are 3 new members, 290 community associates, 389 local section 
members, 7 member terminations, and one transfer out. 

f. Nominations – No additional update to that already provided. 

g. Programs – No additional update to that already provided.  

h. Public relations – No update; the position is vacant. 

i. Women Chemists – No update; the position is vacant. 

j. Environment and Sustainability – No update. 

k. Safety – Jared mentions a planned Science Café in November. Vanessa notes that the ACS grant 
can be applied for ($500) for organizing a semester. Sandy notes being aware of the limitations for 
November for the Science Café as Thanksgiving is coming up. 

l. Historian – No update as the position is vacant. 
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12. Round Table –  

Vanessa adjourned the meeting at 7:00pm.  
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Starting Balance
Savings $60,882.59
Checking $2,872.00

Receipts

From Amount Budget
Category Date Directed to:

No transactions

Total receipts for this period $0.00

Expenses

To Amount Budget
Category Date Paid Description; check number

No transactions

Total spent this period $0.00    

 

Transfers

From Amount Budget
Category Date Description; Directed to:

N/A

Ending Balance
Savings $60,882.59
Checking $2,872.00

Approved 9/10/2025

ACS Richland Section
Treasurer's Report

08/01/2025 - 08/31/2025
Completed by Jared Kroll 09/09/2025
Presented by Jared Kroll 09/09/2025
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Upcoming Events 
 

• October 2025: National Chemistry Week – various locations. 
• November 7th 2025: Annual Social – Richland Community Center. 


