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06/08/2022 

Call to order: 6:01 pm  

 

Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato, Sandra (Sandy) Fiskum, David (Dave) Heldebrant, Uriah 

Kilgore, Katherine Koh, Jotheeswari Kothandaraman, Deepika Malhotra, Kristin Omberg, Cristina 

Padilla Cintron, Johnny Saavedra Lopez, Roza Wojcik  

 

1. American Chemical Society (ACS) California Section event – The California Local Section (LS) will 

be hosting a Q&A event with ACS President-Elect Judy Giordan. The event, “Chemistry, ACS And 

YOU: The Value Of Getting Involved” will be hosted virtually on 21 June 2022 from 5:00 – 6:00 pm. 

More information for this event is here: https://calacs.org/event/chemistry-acs-and-you-the-value-of-

getting-involved/?instance_id=476.  

2. Previous meeting minutes – Shirmir presents the May 2022 Executive Committee (EC) meeting 

minutes. Minutes were sent to the EC via email. No comments were received. Anna moves to approve 

the May 2022 EC meeting minutes as received. Deepika seconds the motion. Motion passes 

unanimously. Shirmir has the action to upload the final draft of the minutes to the LS website.  

3. Quimica event – Everything is prepared for the 2-day event. The first event will be held on 11 June 

2022 at the Mid-Columbia Library Pasco Branch. The second event will be held on 18 June 2022 at 

the West Pasco Branch. Volunteers received a final email with instructions for the day of the events. 

The ACS mole costume could not be obtained for this event since the costume had already been 

reserved for another event.  

4. Approve treasurer report – Katherine presents the May 2022 (01 – 31 May 2022) treasurer’s report. 

Starting balance is $45,064.22 in savings and $35,882.52 in checking. Receipts and expenses are 

detailed in the report below. Ending balance is $45,064.22 in savings and $33,783.36 in checking. 

Deepika and Sandy provided clarifications regarding the budget categories for some of the expenses 

made. Sandy moves to approve the May 2022 treasurer’s report as revised. Deepika seconds the 

motion. Motion passes unanimously. The final draft of the report is included in the minutes below.  

5. Meet and greet event – The event is scheduled for 13 August 2022 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm at Leslie 

Groves Park. A microphone and speaker set are still needed for the event. There is the option to rent 

one. Kristin has the action to investigate renting options. A representative from Maria Cantwell’s 

(Senator, WA) and Patty Murray’s (Senator, WA) offices will be at the event. Sandy has asked that 

all EC and Committee Chair members be in attendance. Kristin suggested that this event could be 

considered a Government Affairs Committee event.   

6. Eastern Oregon University (EOU) chem club – The EOU chem club submitted the annual report to 

the ACS highlighting the club’s activities for the academic year 2021 – 2022. This report is reviewed 

by other student chapter advisors and is the basis for the level of award that is given to the club each 

year. The report was very extensive and included a description of all the outreach, professional 

development, and other activities of the club. Because many of these activities were conducted with 
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the Richland LS or financially supported by the Section, they can be listed in the LS annual report 

that will be submitted in February 2023.  

7. Tri City Herald article – The Boys and Girls Clubs of Benton and Franklin counties are working on a 

new video series with the nonprofit organization, Women Helping Women Fund of Tri-Cities. The 

series is intended to inspire young girls to be confident about achieving their dreams. The 

organizations are looking for professional women to share their stories on how they have had a 

positive impact on their communities. More information can be found in the link: https://eedition.tri-

cityherald.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?artguid=4e0da438-07e7-48ac-bf34-

3f2a8c7696b4.  

8. ACS leadership institute – Deepika and Anna spoke on their experience at this year’s Leadership 

Institute. Most of the session tracks were focused on developing leaders for the future and provided 

networking opportunities with members of the Board, ACS staff and other attendees from academics 

and industry. During the leadership meeting in Atlanta, they learnt 2023 marks the 75th anniversary of 

the Richland LS.  

9. IPG grant for 75th anniversary – The Richland LS is approaching its 75th anniversary in 2023. Anna 

suggests applying for an Innovative Project Grant (IPG) to support hosting an event in recognition of 

the anniversary. Discussion includes hosting a celebration jubilee on a larger scale than the annual 

social. Kristin suggests hosting a special event at NORM 2023. Kristin will take lead on organizing 

proposal materials. Anna suggested contacting Richard Herman, who was the LS’s last acting 

historian, to gauge his interest in participating in this event. The next deadline for the IPG is 30 June 

2022. It was recommended to take the time to prepare proposal materials and apply for the January 

2023 deadline for the next IPG. Voting would take place at the Spring 2023 National Meeting, so any 

event supported by the IPG would need to take place starting April 2023. Sandy noted that the LS 

budget would be able to support an event that would take place prior to April 2023. Dave noted that 

the LS could also do fundraising with the local companies to support this event. Please forward any 

suggestions to Cristina, Deepika, or Kristin.  

10. Lamb Weston tour – The tour is scheduled for Saturday, 16 July 2022 at 10:00 am. The maximum 

attendance is 25 people. Deepika will send a registration link in the advertisement to go out to the LS 

membership.  

11. METT grant – Deepika submitted a Members Engaging Through Technology (METT) grant 2022 

proposal on behalf of the LS for the amount of $1,996.94. The proposal title was “Infrastructure 

purchase for Hybrid meetings and seminars in virtual settings for community outreach.” This grant 

would allow the LS to procure its own projector, high-quality camera, and accessories to broadcast 

live events. By providing a virtual platform, the LS will ensure that they connect with members in 

implicit settings for enriched engagements.  

12. Bullock seminar – Deepika reached out to Dr. Morris Bullock to give a seminar to the LS 

membership. Dr Bullock indicated he was available on a Friday in October 2022 starting at 6:00 pm. 

Anna indicated that the 7th or the 14th would work best for the EOU students. Deepika has the action 

https://eedition.tri-cityherald.com/popovers/dynamic_article_popover.aspx?artguid=4e0da438-07e7-48ac-bf34-3f2a8c7696b4
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to confirm one of these dates with Dr. Bullock. Morris Bullock received the 2022 ACS Award in 

Organometallic Chemistry.  

13. Hybrid Science Cafe – The Hybrid Science Café will be hosted on Saturday, 25 June 2022 at 9:00 am 

at the Richland Public Library. Dr. Richard Zack (Washington State University) will be speaking on 

“Insect Communication through Chemistry: Chemical Ecology.” Cristina has the action to submit the 

event information to the LS website and work with Anna to email the advertisement to the 

membership.  

14. REACH museum STEAM event – The REACH Museum is hosting a STEAM workshop related to 

bugs on 09 July 2022 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm. Shirmir has been in correspondence with the 

museum to discuss collaborating for this event. The LS will be hosting a table to demo experiments 

from this year’s Chemists Celebrate Earth Week booklet. Shirmir is requesting a budget of $200 to 

procure materials for this event. Kristin moves to allocate $200 of the LS budget for this event. 

Deepika seconds the motion. Motion passes unanimously. Shirmir has the action to coordinate final 

details with the REACH museum.  

15. Committee reports  

a. Women Chemists (Chair: Shirmir) – The WCC is reaching out to local winery tasting rooms to 

host a happy hour for the LS. Shirmir has the action to confirm a date/location and present at the 

next EC meeting.  

b. Government Affairs (Chair: Kristin) – Updates reported above.  

c. Membership (Chair: Sandy) – There are 3 new members this month: 2 affiliates, 1 regular. 

Welcome letters were sent to each new member.  

d. Public Relations (Chair: Steve) – Steve will be sending out a draft of the newsletter soon. Please 

send any comments to Steve.  

e. Programs (Chair: Deepika) – Updates reported above.   

f. Environmental improvement (Chair: Uriah) – Uriah has confirmed Ron Abbot of 

Chevron/Phillips Chemical to speak on “Industrial Perspectives on Environmental 

Improvement.” The speaker’s only availability for an in-person event is 19 July 2022. Uriah will 

provide an update via email. Uriah is seeking to host an outreach event in the fall. This event will 

target 4th-5th grade students to learn about turning trash into fuel.  

g. Safety (Chair: Johnny) – Johnny has submitted a proposal to host a chemical safety day seminar. 

This seminar will be a 2-hour event, which will consist of three topics: safer drinking water, 

forever chemicals, and a safer chemicals case study. The event is target for 16 – 22 October 

2022.  
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h. Awards (Chair: Mariefel) – No updates to report.  

i. Diversity and Inclusion (Chair: Anna) – No updates to report.  

j. Education (Chair: Colby) – No updates to report.  

Kristin moves to adjourn the June 2022 executive committee meeting. Dave seconds the motion. Motion 

passes unanimously.  

 

Cristina adjourns the June 2022executive committee meeting at 7:05 pm.   
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Activities

Starting Balance

Savings $45,064.22

Checking $35,882.52

Receipts

From Amount Budget 

Category

Date Directed to:

Total receipts this period $0.00

Expenses

To Amount Budget 

Category

Date Paid Description; check number

City of Richland $33.00 17c 05-05-22 #debit card, ACS meet and greet 

City of Richland $462.75 17c 05-05-22 #debit card, ACS annual social deposit

UPS Store $31.60 16d 13-05-22 #debit card, post stamps

Red Door Party $72.00 21b 18-05-22 #debit card, Quimica Bajo el Sol

Amazon purchase $131.18 21b 19-05-22 #debit card, Quimica Bajo el Sol

Cheepest tees $1,276.50 21b 20-05-22 #debit card, Quimica Bajo el Sol

Amazon purchase $92.13 21b 31-05-22 #debit card, Quimica Bajo el Sol

Total spent this period $2,099.16

Ending Balance

Savings $45,064.22

Checking $33,783.36

ACS Richland Section

Treasurer's Report

05/01/2022--05/31/2022


