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Richland Section Executive Committee Meeting
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05/12/2021
Start: 6:03 pm

Attendance: Shirmir Branch, Anna Cavinato, Ram Devanathan, Sandra (Sandy) Fiskum, Padmaja Gunda,
Colby Heideman, David (Dave) Heldebrant, Steve Krogsrud, Deepika Malhotra, Megan Nims, Mariefel
Olarte, Cristina Padilla-Cintron

L.

April 2021 meeting minutes — Shirmir introduces the April 2021 executive committee meeting
minutes. Comments were received electronically and revisions were made accordingly. Dave moves
to approve the April 2021 executive committee meeting minutes as presented pending no further
edits. Ram seconds the motion. Motion passes unanimously. Shirmir will submit the final draft of the
minutes to Matt Monroe for upload to the Richland Local Section (LS) website.

May 2021 treasurer’s report — Deepika introduces the May 2021 (01 April — 05 May 2021) treasurer’s
report. Starting balance is $45,054.03 in savings and $20,701.92 in checking. Activities, receipts, and
expenses are detailed in the attached treasurer’s report. Ending balance is $45,054.03 in savings and
$34,789.86 in checking. Mariefel asks for clarification on the checks being issued to Cristina.
Deepika clarifies that the reimbursement to Cristina for the Diversity, Inclusion, & Respect grant was
being issued incrementally at Cristina’s request. Deepika also notes that the international purchase fee
charged to the account last month had been resolved. Sandy requests that minor formatting changes
be made to the report spreadsheet. Deepika has taken the action to resolve these comments and send a
new version to Shirmir for inclusion in this month’s meeting minutes. Ram asks if the executive
committee had considered investing a portion of the LS finances since the balance is so large.
Discussion indicates that the executive committee had decided not to invest LS finances since the
market was currently unstable. An investment committee would need to be formed to determine how
the monies would be invested and provide guidelines about liability. Anna presented Deepika with a
spreadsheet describing how an ACS committee invests their funds; they will discuss this document
offline. The LS Bylaws will need to be changed to clarify that the treasurer and investment committee
have the authority to make investment decisions and that the treasurer will be protected from loss of
funds due to decisions made by the committee. Anna moves to approve the May 2021 treasurer’s
report as presented. Ram seconds the motion. Motion passes unanimously. The final treasurer’s report
will be attached to the executive committee meeting minutes below.

Old Business

Council meeting update — The ACS councilor meeting was held on 24 March 2021 to determine who
will be the candidates for ACS President-Elect. Judith C. Giordan and John C. Warner were selected
from District VI. A proposal from the ACS Committee on Committees (ConC) was approved to
determine ACS committee structure processes and terms. According to this proposal, all committees
will govern themselves in a similar, consistent fashion. Another discussion dictated guidelines for
keeping committee members in their positions after their terms as Councilor have ended. (The current
rule dictates that active ACS committee members can only hold their positions for as long as they are
LS Councilors.) This new guideline will allow committee members to hold the current term of their
positions even after their term as Councilor has ended. Further details from the Councilor meeting are
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included in the meeting report from Anna. Mariefel will send Shirmir a copy of the councilor meeting
notes for inclusion in the executive committee meeting minutes.

D&I grant update (Explore COVID-19|Explorando COVID-19) report — The COVID-19 event took
place at Isaac Stevens Middle School on 20 and 23 April 2021. The event was attended by 374
students. Megan V. Raihl, the Stevens Middle School representative reported that the event was well
received. A survey was sent to the students to get feedback about their experience. 95 students
completed the survey.

Family night event report — The ACS Family Game Night was held on Friday, 16 April 2021 at 5:30
pm. The event was well-received by the attendees. A survey was sent to the attendees and feedback
was received.

Chemistry Olympiad report — Four local high school students took the LS Olympiad exam. Three
students went on to take the National Exam Part I. Padmaja suggests asking local high school science
teachers to start a chemistry Olympiad club, with the focus on mentoring students on how to prepare
for the Olympiad. Anna notes that the ACS supports efforts to create high school chemistry clubs.
Resources are located on the ACS website:
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/students/highschool/chemistryclubs.html. Discussion
indicates asking LS volunteers to support tutoring. Padmaja will refer to the ACS website for
guidance on starting a high school chemistry club. Padmaja also reports that the students that
participated in the Olympiad were notified that they would receive certificates of recognition and
wanted to extend their thanks.

WCC + SPARK Picture a Scientist event update — The Picture a Scientist event will be held virtually
(Microsoft Team) on Thursday, 20 May 2021, from 4 — 5 pm. An invite will be sent out to the LS
membership and containing a link to the film that members can watch on their own time before the
event. Shirmir will be meeting with the Pacific Northwest National Lab SPARK team on 18 May
2021 to discuss the format of the event. If anyone has time to watch the documentary before this date
and thinks of topic they would like to see discussed during the event, please contact Shirmir directly.

Senior Google poll/senior chemists committee 2021 mini-grant update — The LS will not be
submitting a proposal for the mini grant. However, discussion indicates that there is still an interest in
activities geared toward senior chemists. One example, based on the Google survey, is mentoring.
Sandy suggests connecting some of the senior chemists with high school students who are looking for
mentors. Anna comments that this would be an excellent program to implement if someone were
available to spearhead the effort. Cristina also states that a contact of hers has notified her that some
teachers from Washington State University are looking for scientists to speak at virtual classes about
their careers.

Mett grant update — Steve sent a report via email detailing what the new LS website would look like.
Discussion is in favor of the new outline. He contacted three developers asking for details on file
transfers as well as training for the executive committee members who would manage the website.
Steve reached out to three LS at about the same size as our LS and asked about their process. All of
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the LS’s said they used WordPress to organize their website. Cristina suggests ensuring that the
website is able to easily be viewed on mobile devices. Anna suggests including a link to donate to the
LS. Discussion indicates that this is typically done to donate to specific programs/events. Steve will
investigate the logistics for having this option on the website. Anna also suggests including a link to
join the LS/ACS. Steve will add this to the outline for the website layout.

Virtual ACS Kids Zone Earth day event report — The Kids Zone event was held by ACS on 22 April
2021 from 1:00 — 2:00 pm. A notification was sent to the LS membership encouraging them to
register and attend the event.

New business

“The Chemistry of Beer” Webinar — The event will be held virtually on 21 May 2021, from 5:30 —
6:30 pm. This event will be an informal presentation and discussion on the chemistry of beer. The
announcement will be sent out in a combined email to the LS membership.

Other business

LS Northwest Region (NOR) board representative — The LS wants to make Ram the Richland LS
NOR board representative. He already serves as the NOR board treasurer. Steve moves to approve
Ram’s nomination as the Richland LS NOR board representative. Anna seconds the motion. Motion
carries unanimously. Mariefel will notify Ram that he has been selected as the Richland LS NOR
board representative.

Committee reports

Programs — Mariefel asks that those who host events to please fill out and submit an event form. This
will make it easier to document events to be included in the annual report. Mariefel has sent the form
to the executive committee.

Membership — No updates to report.

Nominations — No updates to report.

Awards — No updates to report.

Public Relations — Steve reports that there will be two newsletters released in the fall. Please email
Steve to submit content.

Education — No updates to report.
Diversity and Inclusion — Updates reported above.

Government Affairs — No updates to report.
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21. Women Chemists (WCC) — Updates reported above.
Colby moves to adjourn the May 2021 executive committee meeting. Cristina seconds the motion.
Motion passes unanimously.

Mariefel adjourns the May 2021 executive committee meeting at 7:20 pm
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Activities

Starting Balance

ACS Richland Section
Treasurer's Report

04/01/2021-05/05/2021

Savings $45,054.03
Checking $20,701.92
Receipts
From Amount Budget Date Directed to:
Category
Fees Refund $0.06 9 2021-04-14 Checking
ACS Local Section Dues JulDec2020 $675.00 7 2021-04-15 Checking
ACS Local Section Annual Allotment $15,329.64 1 2021-04-15 Checking
Total receipts this period $16,004.70
Expenses
To Amount Budget  Date Paid Description; check number
Category
Nikhita Bontha $50.00 2le 2021-02-27 MCSF Science Fair Award; check # 1352
Sandra Fiskum $42.66 16d 2021-04-12 Flowers for Janet; check # 1355
Shirmir Branch $332.78 21n 2021-04-19 WCC Women’s History Month event; check #1357
Cristina Padilla Cintron $1,491.32 21b 2021-04-22 DI&R Grant; check # 1358
Total spent this period $1,916.76
Ending Balance
Savings $45,054.03
Checking $34,789.86
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ACS
W Chemistry for Life®

American Chemical Society
Virtual Council Meeting
March 24, 2021

Councilor Talking Points:
Summary of Governance Issues and Actions

The following summary is provided to help Councilors report to their Local Sections and Divisions on key
actions of the ACS Council meeting held virtually on March 24th.

Actions of the Council

Election Results

Candidates for President-Elect, 2022

= The Committee on Nominations and Elections presented to the Council the following nominees for
selection as candidates for President-Elect, 2022: Gerard Baillely, Anne M. Gaffney, Judith C. Giordan,
and John C. Warner. By electronic ballot, the Council selected Judith C. Giordan and John C. Warner
as candidates for 2022 President-Elect. These two candidates, along with any candidates selected
via petitions, will stand for election in the Fall National Election.

President-Elect, 2022

Nominee 1+t 2" Round | 3%
Round Round
Gerard Baillely 63 73 -
Anne M. Gaffney 50 - -
*Judith C. Giordan 174 187 212
*John C. Warner 128 155 175

415 valid electronic ballots were cast, with 208 being the majority. The results of the first preference vote totals
are shown in the 1st round column. No nominee attained a majority. Following the procedures approved by
Council, second-preference votes were distributed in two subsequent rounds. Those marked with an asterisk (*)
were declared elected as candidates.

Candidates for Districts | and V

* The Committee on Nominations and Elections announced the results of the election held prior to the
virtual Council meeting to select candidates from the list of nominees for Directors from District | and
District V on the Board of Directors for the term 2022-2024. By internet ballot, the Councilors from
these districts selected D. Richard Cobb and Katherine L. Lee as District | candidates; and Lisa Balbes
and Joseph A. Heppert as District V candidates. Ballots will be distributed to members residing in
District | and District V around October 1, 2021.

American Chemical Society
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Councilor Talking Points and
Summary of Governance Issues and Actions

DISTRICT I°
Nominee 1st Round | 2nd Round | 3rd Round
*D, Richard Cobb 8 11 13
Warren D. Hull, Jr. 3 - -
*Katherine L. Lee 16 16 19
Gerald F. Parkin 5 5 -
DISTRICT V*
Nominee 1% Round | 2"'Round | 3" Round
*Lisa Balbes 9 12 20
Kenneth P. Fivizzani 8 - -
*Joseph A. Heppert 9 12 14
Martin D. Rudd 10 11 -

@ The results of the first preference vote totals are shown in the 15t round column. No nominee attained a majority.
Following the procedures approved by Council, second-preference votes were distributed in two subsequent rounds.
Those marked with an asterisk (*) were declared elected as candidates.

Candidates for Directors-at-Large

* The Committee on Nominations and Elections announced the selection of the following candidates
for Directors-at-Large for 2022-2024 terms: Rodney M. Bennett, Arlene Garrison, Natalie A.
LaFranzo, and Lee H. Latimer. The election of two Directors-at-Large from among these four
candidates and any selected via petition will be conducted in the fall. Ballots will be distributed to all
Councilors around October 1, 2021.

Other Council Actions

Committee on Committees Petition
= The Council approved the Petition to Harmonize Committee Structures, Processes, and Terms, as
amended.

* This petition places all committees in one category called “Society Committees” — eliminating
the several different types of committees.

* The years of service and the number of committee members on each Society Committee
would now be consistent and would match the present terms of the Elected Committees:
three-year terms with a two-term maximum for committee members.

* Certain (6) Society Committees will no longer have the “Councilor only” designation, allowing
an individual to join and continue service on a committee regardless of their status as a
Councilor.

* The Committee on Committees amended the petition prior to bringing it to Council, in
response to several committees’ concerns, to include the bolded phrase:

The terms for a member of a Society Committee shall be three calendar years. A member
of a Society Committee shall be eligible to serve two successive three-year terms on the
same committee, however, that service could be extended if the appointing officer(s)
determines that there is a compelling need for ongoing expertise on the committee.

* The Petition will become effective immediately upon approval by the Board of Directors,
however, existing committee assighments will be start a transition to the term limits on
January 1, 2022.

American Chemical Society 2
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Councilor Talking Points and
Summary of Governance Issues and Actions

Committee on Local Section Activities Petition
= The Council approved the Petition to Amend the Duties of the Committee on Local Section Activities.
s This petition provides the Committee on Local Section Activities with the authority to support
Local Sections by taking action on their behalf, including appointing an interim executive
committee and/or facilitating a Local Section’s election when there is a lapse in the local
section’s leadership.

2022 Schedule of Membership
= The Council approved the 2022 Schedule of Membership, upon recommendation of the Committee
on Membership Affairs:
e The Schedule reduces the base dues rate to $160 per year
* |t establishes various dues categories and benefits packages based upon career stages, role in
the chemical enterprise, and desired level of interaction by the Member with the Society.

Updates to the ACS Strategic Plan
=  The ACS Board of Directors approved extensive changes to the ACS Strategic Plan last December.
* Equity was added to our Core Values, which now include on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Respect.
* OQOur Vision and Mission statements were modified to make clear that these statements
include all people.
* A fifth Strategic Goal: ‘To Embrace and to Advance Inclusion in Chemistry’, was added to
make clear that Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Respect was our commitment at the same
level as our long-standing four strategic goals.

Continuation of Committees
= The Council approved the recommendation of the Committee on Committees that the Committee on
Ethics be continued.

Committee on Divisional Activities Distribution Formula
= The Council approved the Distribution Formula for Division Allocations upon the recommendation of
the Committee on Divisional Activities.

* ACS Standing Rules state that 9% of the ACS Member Dues Pool be allocated to the technical
divisions.

* The new allocation formula is transparent, immediately implementable, reduces the year-to-
year variation in the distribution amount and will work in all current national meeting
formats.

* The new formula increases the base allotment and the per division member allotment
portion of the pool to be distributed among the 32 Divisions.

* The portion of the pool devoted to Innovative Project and Strategic Planning Grants will
increase from 10 to 15%. The intent is to support division strategic planning, expand the
scope of innovative projects grants, and fund shortfalls due to the capping of year-to-year
losses.

* A 7.5% cap on the year-to-year distribution gain/loss by a division is intended to increase
stability and give divisions a chance to adjust to the new formula.

* This formula is considered transitional and will be reviewed by the Committee on Divisional
Activities yearly.

American Chemical Society 3
Version #1

05/12/2021
Page 8 of 11



ACS Local Section

Richland

Richland Section Executive Committee Meeting
Wednesday, 05/12/2021, 6:03 PM, Microsoft Teams Meeting
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Summary of Governance Issues and Actions

Resolutions
= The Council passed the following resolutions:
— in Memory of Deceased Councilors;
- to Members of the American Chemical Society Recognizing the COVID Pandemic.

Highlights from Committee Reports

Budget and Finance

In 2020, ACS generated a net from operations of $61 million, which was almost $20 millien higher than
the budget. Total revenues were $618.4 million, increasing 3.9% or $23.1 million over 2019. Expenses
for the year were $557.4 million, virtually even with the prior year and almost 5 percent below budget.
This result was attributable to strong revenue performance from the Society’s Information Services units
(i.e., CAS and ACS Publications) and a combination of COVID-19 related impacts on, and careful
management of, expenses across the ACS.

The Society’s 2020 Net from Operations totaled $130.5 million and included Information Services and
Investments. The Society’s financial position strengthened considerably in 2020, with Unrestricted Net
Assets, or reserves, increasing by 35 percent to $553 million at December 31. The increase was primarily
the result of the $61 million net from operations, and growth of the Society’s investments totaling $66
million.

Nominations and Elections
The Committee on Nominations and Elections solicits Councilors’ input regarding qualified individuals for
President-Elect and/or Directors for future consideration. Suggestions may be sent to

nomelect@acs.org.

Meetings & Expositions

The Spring 2021 Meeting will held being held virtually, with the live portion from April 5-16, followed by
2-weeks of on-demand access. There will be 120 scientific sessions held live per day, with live Q&A to
follow, and visibility of other attendees in the room. The price for registration has been significantly
reduced to $99 for ACS Members and $29 for students. To date, 8,724 abstracts have been accepted.

Online Preference Forms for Councilors

All Councilors, including new Councilors, were reminded to complete their online committee preference
form for 2022 committee assignments. The committee preference form will open on April 1 and will close
onlJuly 1, 2021. If you are interested in serving on an ACS Committee, please go to this secure site
https://www.yellowbook.acs.org to complete your preferences. This is especially important for

committee associates, consultants, those finishing a term, those who will reach the statutory limit (final
year) on their present committee, and those who are up for reelection as Councilor for a division or local
section.

Actions of the Board of Directors - Executive Session

The ACS Board of Directors met virtually in Executive Session on March 19 and March 26, 2021 and
considered a number of key strategic issues and responded with numerous actions. The Board opened its
session with a reflection on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Respect (DEIR), led by Dorothy Phillips.
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Councilor Talking Points and
Summary of Governance Issues and Actions

The Board’s Committees

The Board received and discussed reports from its committees on Executive Compensation and on
Professional and Member Relations, the Joint Board-Council Committee on Publications, the Highly
Effective Professionals Team, and the Task Force on Future Meetings. Some of these committees requested
and obtained Board action on one or more items, as follows.

e The Board received an extensive briefing and approved several recommendations from its
Committee on Executive Compensation. The compensation of the Society’s executive staff
continues to be reviewed regularly by the Board.

¢ On recommendations of the Joint Board-Council Committee on Publications, the Board voted to
approve the reappointments of Editors-in-Chief for several ACS journals. Those appointments will
be announced in C&EN once the individuals have been notified and appropriate arrangements for
their continued service have been made.

¢ On recommendations of the Committee on Professional and Member Relations, the Board
approved a Society nominee for the 2022 Othmer Gold Medal, as well as the Committee’s screened
lists of five nominees each for the 2022 Priestley Medal and the 2022 Award for Volunteer Service
to the ACS. The Board will select the recipients of these latter two awards from the screened lists
provided.

The Chief Executive Officer’s Report

The Board received an extensive report from the Chief Executive Officer on items related to the DEIR
workstream initiatives for the staff, Society, and the Chemistry Enterprise; Membership 2.0 milestones;
ACS financials; and other activities and events. His direct reports then engaged in discussions with the
Board on the activities, opportunities and challenges of the Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) and the ACS
Publications Division.

Confirmation of Council Actions

As proscribed in the Standing Rules, the Board confirmed the Council’s approval of the Petition to
Harmonize Committee Structures, Processes and Terms and the Petition to Amend the Duties of the
Committee on Local Section Activities.

Other Society Business
The Board heard reports from the Presidential Succession on their current and planned activities for 2021
and 2022.

Board Resolutions

The Board approved a resolution in memory of former Board member George M. Bodner, who passed
away March 19, and a resolution recognizing the service of Kate Fryer, Executive Vice President of
Membership and Society Programs, who is departing ACS to pursue a new career advancement
opportunity.

Board-sponsored Keynote at ACS Spring 2021

On April 14, the Board will sponsor a keynote session on the “Future of Science in the U.S.: National Science
Board’s Vision 2030” at the ACS Spring 2021 virtual meeting. This will be a moderated session with speakers
from the National Science Board, as they discuss the NSB report, “Vision 2030”, and explore needed
changes to ensure U.S. pre-eminence in science. More information will be posted soon on the ACS

Meetings and Expos Keynote Events page.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR COUNCILORS

The following is a list of URLs and email addresses for supplemental information offered in oral or written

reports at the Council meeting.

Officers
H.N. Cheng, President
Angela K. Wilson, President-Elect

Luis Echegoyen, Immediate Past President

ACS Offices
Office of Secretary & General Counsel

Committees
Budget and Finance
Constitution and Bylaws

Nominations and Elections
Technician Affairs

Resources on the Web

Committee Preference Forms

2020 Highlights of ACS Achievements
Governing Documents

ACS Bridge Program
2021 ACS LEADS Conference

Local Section Officers Toolkit

h.cheng@acs.org
a.wilson@acs.org
l.echegoyen@acs.org

secretary@acs.org

WWW.acs.org < About ACS < Financial Information
www.acs.org/bulletin5

bylaws@acs.org

nomelect@acs.org

www.acs.org/cta

cta@acs.org

Twitter: @CTA_ACS

LinkedIn group: ACS Committee on Technician
Affairs (CTA)

www.vellowbook.acs.org

www.acs.org/acshighlights

WWW.aCS.OI’E/EOVdOCS

bylaws@acs.org

www.acs.org/bridgeprogram

leadsconference@acs.org

www.acs.org/leads

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/officer-

toolkit/grants-and-awards.html

The Councilor Talking Points are provided to you by the Office of the Secretary and General Counsel of

the American Chemical Society. Please contact us at secretary@acs.org with any questions you may have.

American Chemical Society
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