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VIRTUAL SCIENCE CAFE

Understanding Molten Salt Reactor Spectroelectrochemistry
by Dr. Shirmir Branch

Please join us for the first Science Café of the year on February 19, 2021
at 5:30 pm! The presentation will be given by Dr. Shirmir Branch, entitled
“Understanding Molten Salt Reactor Spectroelectrochemistry”. Dr. Branch
currently serves as our Local Section Secretary. We will have a 20-minute
presentation followed by a 10-minute question and answer. Be sure to
attend with your curiosity hat on! Please register for the meeting using the
following link:

https://american-chemical-society.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlcu2rrzIjG9QSMSaFS7cYytRyYRSDBdQs

TALK SUMMARY: The growing interest in molten salt reactors has led to
the need for a more fundamental understanding of the chemistry of molten
salt systems. Current approaches for gathering this information are limited
to grab samples or small-scale systems. While advances are being made
to characterize fundamental properties, this information will be difficult
to relate to industrial-scale loops. Spectroscopic monitoring combined
with process control through electrochemistry can provide capabilities
needed to gather fundamental information to determine speciation,
concentration, and oxidation state of optically active species with molten
salt environments. Current and ongoing work combines spectroscopic and
electrochemical techniques to provide fundamental information needed to
help fill in literature gaps regarding redox chemistry, diffusion, speciation,
and interaction behavior in molten salt environments.



VOTE ON THE RICHLAND SECTION 2021 BUDGET

Last year was unprecedented, and our section activities and spending were restricted due to Covid-19.
As we embrace this new year, 2021, the Richland Local Section budget reflects the strong commitment
to energize members, engage the community to advance the broader chemistry enterprise, and increase
student engagement in the Richland Local Section by providing members with opportunities for exchange
of knowledge, networking, professional development, recognition, and empowering and engaging members
and member communities in the Richland Local Section. Our section is dedicated to enhancing the broader
chemistry initiative by providing resources, platforms, and outreach for the benefit of our communities.

Deepika Malhotra,
Treasurer The budget variance relative to the previous year’s is driven by several factors:

1. We received $2000 METT grant (in 2020); $2000 Diversity, Inclusion and Respect grant (2020); and $2750 ACS
GAC grant (in 2019), and these grants will be expended in CY2021 (21b; $6750).

2. Expanded support for travel awards/registration for ACS student members (14a; $3500). We currently have
connections with three universities: Eastern Oregon University, Washington State University and Columbia Basin
College.

3. Increased funds for HS Teacher Grants (14b; $500) to support high school chemistry teachers.
4. Expanded support for the Richland Local Section Annual Social budget (17c; $1800).

5. We have set aside funding for the local section web site makeover in order to improve section appearance and
activities (items 16b, 16¢; $1300).

6. In kind support for Washington State Chemistry Club in support of ACS Inter-Chapter Relations Grant (21r; $500).
This was approved in 2020 budget but not spent.

The Richland Section is financially sound (assets projected to be ~$68,500 in early 2020) and can easily absorb these costs.
The Executive Committee has reviewed this budget in detail and approves its focus and details. It is up for members’ vote
and approval. The link to the Budget Approval Form can be accessed at https://forms.gle/CGey6Ea3H3gNzxPx8. Please
send any questions to Deepika Malhotra at deepika.malhotra@pnnl.gov. The deadline for voting on the budget is February
19th.

BUDGET: VOTE ONLINE BY 2.19.21
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RICHLAND SECTION 2021 PROPOSED BUDGET

2018 Final | 2019 Final | 2020 Final 2021
Proposed
ﬂ REVENUES
(1) Annual ACS Allotment (plus dues) $7,805 $7,768 $7,625 $7,665
(2) New member commissions S0 $15 $15 $0
N (3) Donations, contributions S0 S0 S0 S0
3a) Bequests and/or trusts S0 S0 $0 S0
. (4) Rebate from ACS for Councilor travel expenses $2,457 $2,436 S0 $1,250
(5) ACS Awards or Grants received (e.g., METT, IPG, ACS Inter-Chapter Relations Grant) $1,600 $2,750 $4,000 S0
m (6) Program revenue (short courses, lecture series etc.) S0 S0 $0 $0
(7) Local section dues, affiliate dues $1,529 $1,186 $1,298 $1,200
(8) Interest, dividends $15 $126 $53 $60
ﬂ (9) Special events and activities S0 $132 S0 S0
(10) Meals (include total meals in revenue) S0 S0 $0 S0
‘ (11) Other revenue (describe and itemize)
a) AIChE contribution to summer picnic $0 $0 $0 $0

N b) Early bird discount for leadership training $250 $250 S0 S0
c) NORM 2018 -- $28,964 S0 S0
d) 2019 Strategic Planning Retreat (LSAC grant) $2,000 S0 S0 $0

> (12) TOTAL REVENUES $15,656 $43,627 $12,991 $10,175

EXPENSES
m (13) Subsidies to subsections, topical groups, or affiliate groups S0 $0 $0 $0
(14) Awards, scholarships, grants, etc.
a) Travel awards/Registration for ACS student members $2,500 $3,500 $1,000 $3,500
b) HS Teacher Grants S0 S0 S0 $500

m ¢) Outstanding Teacher Award 50 50 $0 $100
d) General Awards $168 S0 $220 $300
e) Supplemental awards S0 $200 $0 $200

2 (15) Administrative expenses (not including postage, printing, and shipping) S0 $64 $45 $100

(16) Printing, publications, newsletters, meeting announcements, postage

H a) Newsletter $649 $604|  $1,080 $1,300

b) Public relations S0 S0 S0 $300
I c) Web update S0 S0 ] $1,000
d) Miscellaneous $10 $358 S0 $50

(17) Local Meetings (include speakers' expenses)

2 a) Speakers S0 S0 S0 $300
b) ACS Picnic $224 $294 S0 $300
¢) ACS Annual social $1,251 $1,873 $0 $1,800

O d) Science Cafes S0 $365 $16 $400
(18) Meals $40 $92 S0 $200
(19) Travel subsidies to Councilors $3,071 $3,045 S0 $1,750
(20) Travel subsidy and fee for Local Section Leadership Conference $1,072 $1,213 $1,086 S0

m (21) Other expenses (describe and itemize)

a) K-12 outreach $0 $500 $0 $500

h b) Grant (METT, IPG, other ACS grants)* S0 $589 S0 $6,750
c) NCW $412 $375 S0 $500

O d) Olympiad $0 $0 $0 $100
e) Science Fair and award $425 $425 $450 $500
f) Girls in Science $500 $500 ) $600
> g) Bridging the gap minigrant (communication equipment) S0 S0 $0 $300
h) Diversity Affairs Committee $0 $0 $0 $500
i) Boy Scouts Nuclear Science Merit Badge S0 S0 $0 $75
j) Earth Day $147 $189 $0 $200
k) Project SEED $2,500 $0 $0 $900
1) Joint society meeting S0 o) ] $100
m m) Career fair $0 $0 $0 $0
n) Women Chemists Committee $217 $600 $0 $600
u 0) Expanding Your Horizons $250 $332 $0 $600
p) Government Affairs Committee $0 S0 S0 S0
q) 2019 Strategic Planning Retreat $0 $1,133 $1,250 S0
c r) In kind support for Washington State Chemistry Club** $0 S0 S0 $500
(22) TOTAL EXPENSES $13,437 $16,250 $5,147 $24,825
' (23) EXCESS (DEFICIT) $2,219 $27,376 $7,843 -$14,650
*21b includes $2000 METT grant (2020), $2000 Diversity, Inclusion and Respect grant (2020) and
m $2750 ACS GAC grant from 2019 (dependent on travel and other things)
**21r LS contribution to $750 ACS WSU inter chapter relation grant (This was approved in 2020 but not spent)
Proposed 2021 LS budget for Approval-final-01-21.xIsx




‘21 OFFICERS & COUNCILORS

Meet your newly elected ACS
Richland Section Officers and
Councilors. They are volunteering
their time and talents to help make
this section the best it can be.
Please help them in any way you
can by volunteering your ideas and
time to help our events succeed.

CHAIR
MARIEFEL OLARTE
(509) 375-2200

mariefel.olarte@pnnl.gov

CHAIR-ELECT
CRISTINA PADILLA-
CINTRON

(509) 375-6579

cristina.padilla-cintron@
pnnl.gov

TREASURER
DEEPIKA MALHOTRA

(509) 372-6239
deepika.malhotra@pnnl.gov

SECRETARY
SHIRMIR BRANCH
(509) 375-3860

shirmir.branch@pnnl.gov

PAST CHAIR
SANDY FISKUM

(509) 375-5677
sandy.fiskum@pnnl.gov

COUNCILOR
ANNA CAVINATO

(541) 962-3561
acavinato@eou.edu

ALT. COUNCILOR
DAVID HELDEBRANT

(509) 372-6359
david.heldebrant@pnnl.gov

BUDGET

VOTE 2.19.21

GREETINGS FROM NEW SECTION CHAIR Mariefel V. Olarte

For most of us, 2020 was a very challenging, unprecedented year. By the end
of March 2020, we experienced the start of a pandemic that caused us to alter
the way we live our lives. Due to the need for social distancing, we canceled
plans for section and personal visits, activities, and general travels. Some
had to undergo being sick or feel the loss of friends or family members who
succumbed to the disease. We started working from our homes while the kids
began distance learning, and we did our best adjusting to a new norm. For
some, they have to face the realities of unemployment. We found ourselves
shocked and moved in the aftermath of George Floyd’s horrific death. And
yet, that is not the end of the story. With the new year, there is new hope.

Despite historic counts in cases in the US, mourning for family and friends lost
or coping with the pandemic’s after-effects, there are more vaccines against
. COVID-19 that are being made available to individuals, and others are still
/m being developed. Vaccine availability brings us closer to reclaiming back our
mb"t/ freedom from the disease. Organizations, including our own, have reiterated
their commitment to social justice, tackling the difficult conversation on
race, diversity, equity, and inclusion and working to contribute to achieving meaningful change. Our tech-
savviness increased as we learned new ways to connect, communicate and be together safely with family,
friends, and colleagues. Students from the Chemistry Club at Eastern Oregon University were able to engage
the online public through Facebook Live science demonstrations. I was amazed at the number of activities
that we accomplished last year despite the challenges and initial frustrations. So I am very hopeful that
we will also be able to achieve many good things in this coming year. We want to engage and energize
members through participation in online Science Cafés and other similar activities. The local section board
is always open for volunteers who wish to contribute their time, talent, and expertise. We hope to continue
efforts started last year and continue the dialogue on diversity. We look forward to accomplishing the tasks
we set out to do in the proposals that we won and got funded, such as community outreach, education,
diversity, and website improvement. Looking ahead to a time when it is safe for us to meet, we plan to
engage local companies for educational tours that augment our knowledge. We also plan to engage experts
to share their expertise through face-to-face Science Cafés. These are just examples of our aspirations for
the coming year. We recognize that these activities will take team effort to accomplish and be successful.
We hope that you will join us on this journey.

FAREWELL FROM PAST SECTION CHAIR Sandra Fiskum

It was an honor to serve as the Richland Section Chair in 2020. Despite
the challenges that the Covid-19 pandemic brought, we realized many
accomplishments:

e finalized and approved our updated section bylaws and stood up two
new committees Women Chemist Committee and Government Affairs
Committee

e held one in-person Science Café on biofuels and a webinar on the
Corona virus

¢ held a joint WSU-TC/CBC ACS Program-in-a Box webinar

e supported many student outreach activities, in part through our very
active Eastern Oregon University Chemistry Club

® co-sponsored the Mid-Columbia Science Fair and awarded two winners

the “Karen Grant Memorial Excellence in Chemistry Award”
e initiated support for the new WSU-TC chemistry club %
e took a stand in support of diversity (see webpage statement) and -

hosted a virtual diversity panel

e coordinated with the Puget Sound Local Section in honoring 2020 ACS
women national award winners from Washington State

® held a virtual annual social featuring Dr. Chris Hendon on Chemical and Physical Foundations of
Coffee Brewing

I am particularly proud that we requested and received two major ACS grants: 1) METT grant for converting
our website to a more modern look and functionality and 2) Diversity, Inclusion, and Respect Grant for
“Explore COVID-19” bilingual program geared for 7th graders from Stevens Middle School. Best of all, we
were able to pull many more (at least 12) active volunteers into the organization! This helps us flesh
out committees with active support. Thank you volunteers for stepping forward—many hands make light
work. And I thank the Executive Committee for their hard work in managing these successful activities.

I look forward to continuing serving the section as Past-Chair. Please join me in supporting our new chair,
Mariefel Olarte, and the rest of the Executive Committee in 2021.



RICHLAND SECTION RECEIVES CHEMLUMINARY AWARD

Saturday Science
Event Wins
ChemLuminary

With the year's theme “2020 Focus on Our
Volunteers: Moving Chemistry Forward,” the 22nd
Annual ChemLuminary Awards ceremony took place
virtually on Wednesday, December 9, and honored the work
of ACS volunteers to continue to improve people’s lives.
The ceremony also included a keynote address by Janet L.
Bryant, recipient of the 2020 Award for Volunteer Service
to the American Chemical Society.

The Richland Section was finalist for the following awards:
Outstanding NCW Event for a Specific Audience,
Chemattitudes Partnership Award and Outstanding
Performance by a Local Section (Medium Size). The section
received the ChemLuminary for ‘Outstanding Chemistry
Event for a Special Audience’ for the Saturday Science

event that took place at Treasure Valley Community College
in spring 2019.

Organized by the Eastern Oregon University Chemistry Club
and co-sponsored by four other organizations including
the Ontario School District and Frontier STEM Hub, the
event brought 50 fifth through eighth grade students to
the TVCC campus to perform hands-on activities revolving
around the National Chemistry Theme “Chemistry is Out of
This World.”

ChemLuminary Awards represent the highest recognition
given by the ACS to recognize outstanding events and
programs within the Local Sections. Congratulations to the
Richland Section for this great achievement!




DIVERSITY PANEL DISCUSSION

On October 23, 2020, the Richland Local Section hosted
a virtual panel on Diversity in Chemistry and Related
Fields through Zoom. This event was an effort of the local
section to address our commitment to further champion
racial equity. The LS worked with Dr. Shanadeen Begay
from the ACS Committee on Minority Affairs to identify
potential speakers. Additionally, some of the LS board
members’ connections were also tapped, including last
year's Annual Social 50-yr member awardee, Dr. John Cox.
Moderator Jacqueline Keeler (Navajo/Diné), Pollen Nation
Editor-in-Chief, led a four person panel consisting of Dr.
Cheslan Simpson (Scientist, Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory, Black Community), Ms. Adrian Riives (Graduate
Student, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Native American
Community), Dr. Stephanie Giron (Lecturer, University of
Dayton, Latino Community) and Dr. LeManuel Bitsoi (Diné)
(Associate Vice President for Diversity Affairs, Fort Lewis
College, Adviser Expert in D&I programs).

The format was informal, with each panelist giving their
views on the topics introduced by the moderator. The
panelists readily suggested books and resources that they
have read, used, or are still reading to help individuals
who want to dig deeper about racial equality. (Note: The
book list can be found at the end of this article.) They
shared their personal stories and experience of navigating
diversity and why they are in their respective fields, ranging
from chemistry and physics to journalism, sociology, and
diversity expertise. They commented that schools and
universities can still be segregated in a particular fashion
or even insulated. Yet, their educational experiences also
afforded opportunities to improve their future and find
allies. Some panelists noted that some diversity training
has had no real effect but encouraged engagement in the
uncomfortable discussions in diversity as a good start to
move forward. They recommended that inclusion efforts be
an ongoing process. About 15 members attended the event.

To start a conversation on white privilege,
systemic racism, and everyday societal
inequities is neither an easy task nor is it an
easy conversation. Yet, these conversations are
absolutely necessary for the development of

a more equitable society for all people. When
starting such a conversation, please engage

in discourse that is born through compassion,
respect, and a willingness to learn of others’
experiences and learn of your own potential
biases. We are all human beings, and we are
all deserving of compassion, respect, and equal
opportunity to live a life with freedom as well as
dignity. — Ms. Adrian Riives

... and even though this might not be the advice
everyone wants to hear, it seems the general
consensus is to “just start it.” You are all already
on this path, which is really great! The most
important thing is learning about these topics and
then having ongoing conversations about them.

— Dr. Stephanie Giron

... one suggestion for getting folks together is to
have everyone do a group project together like
mentoring. — Dr. Cheslan Simpson

I stress the importance of narrative exchange
as that allows for people to gain insights into
how we are more alike than different. We are all
equally different! — Dr. LeManuel “Lee” Bitsoi

Racism Without Racists White Fragility Carnage and Culture: Landmark
by Dr. Eduardo Bonilla-Silva by Robin DiAngelo Battles in the Rise of Western Power
How to be an Anti-Racist Black Wealth / White Wealth by Victor Hanson

by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi

Crook County
by Dr. Nicole Gonzalez Van Cleve

Basic Economics
by Thomas Sowell

Mismeasure of Man
by Stephen Jay Gould

Red Earth, White Lies
by Vine Deloria, Jr.

by Oliver & Shapiro

Lies My Teacher Told Me:
Everything Your American History
Textbook Got Wrong
by James Loewe

Beyond Access: Indigenizing Programs
for Native American Student Success

TED Talk, “How do we span the racial
wealth gap?” by Dr. William A Darity Jr.

Guns, Germs and Steel
by Jared Diamond

The Bell Curve
by Charles A. Murray
and Richard Herrnstein

Between the World and Me
by Ta-Nehesi Coates



GIRLS IN SCIENCE GOES VIRTUAL

Girls from camp posing with their COVID-19 models made from dots, styrofoam balls, and toothpicks.

When given the choice to cancel this year’s Girls in Science
camp, or continue with a virtual version, the organizing
team opted to adapt the event to an online experience.
The event took place on November 7, 2020 and gave an
opportunity to dig into the science behind COVID-19.
Activities were developed by faculty and students in the
Eastern Oregon University Chemistry, Biology, Math, and
Computer Science departments. The team assembled
materials which were mailed out in advance to each
participant to allow for hands-on activities during the
actual event. The day started with a talk about the
scientific method, viruses, and COVID-19 and was followed

ACS
W Chemistry for Life®

by a SARS-CoV-2 model building activity and a discussion
about viruses led by biology faculty. Math and computer
science explored simulations in the spread of viruses,
while the Chemistry Club led activities on making hand
sanitizer and exploring how different types of viruses
react to soap. Thirty-seven girls attended the virtual
event from 12 different schools from Eastern Oregon.
A blog describing the event in details is available at
https://www.neoahec.org/blog/posts/girls-in-science-goes-virtual-camp-resources-
are-now-available/ Recordings of activities from the event have
been made available for free through the Northeastern
Oregon Health Education Center (NEOAHEC).

LEARN MORE ONLINE http://acs.labworks.org



https://www.neoahec.org/blog/posts/girls-in-science-goes-virtual-camp-resources-are-now-available/
https://www.neoahec.org/blog/posts/girls-in-science-goes-virtual-camp-resources-are-now-available/

NORM2021

NORM21 will be held virtually over the period
May 9-11. It is being organized by Western
Washington University and the Puget Sound
ACS Section. Student registration will be
FREE and only a nominal registration fee will
be charged for other attendees.

]

Details of the meeting can be found on the
meeting website https://norm2021.0rg/. The
meeting will highlight peak challenges and
opportunities in the Pacific Northwest and
beyond. In addition to technical symposia
and poster sessions, the symposium will
feature two plenary lectures, an eminent
scientist lecture, and a vibrant exposition.

“> NORM2021

PEAK CHALLENGES, OCEANS OF OPPORTUNITY
WWU, BELLINGHAM, WA

| MAY 9 - 11

Glenn & Jane Crosby Northwest Region Award

for Excellence in High School Teaching

Recognizes, encourages, and stimulates outstanding teachers of high school
chemistry in the Northwest Region. Nomination Deadline: March 1, 2021
https://drive.google.com/file/d/133xuPkVi7VUeqDmUBx2yIvHVLOrceOvV/view

E. Ann Nalley Northwest Regional Award for Volunteer Service to the ACS
Recognizes the volunteer efforts of individuals who have served the American
Chemical Society, contributing significantly to the goals and objectives of the
Society through their regional activities.Nomination Deadline: March 1, 2021
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k0BjuDRh1WCzFgtcaVhy3x1e2X-ZoBFa/view

VIRTUAL ACTINIDE SEPARATIONS CONFERENCE
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The Actinide Separations Conference will be held virtually May 18-20,
2021, and will be hosted by Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.
Registration and the call for abstracts are open. This is a forum where
scientists and engineers present and discuss problems, experiences,
results of research in progress, and other matters of interest concerning
development, testing, and application of actinide and fission product
separations chemistry and engineering.

Conference topics include:
e Actinide and lanthanide separations
e Speciation and redox chemistry of actinide elements
e Used nuclear fuel reprocessing
® Pyrochemical processing of f-elements
e f-element chemistry in molten salts and ionic liquids
e Fission product chemistry as it relates to actinide separations
e Medical isotopes production and separations
e Actinide forensics
e Safeguards and analytical developments

Early registration costs $75 through March 31, then is $100. There are
additional registration discounts for students and retirees. Abstracts
are due April 1, as are nominations for the Glenn T. Seaborg Actinide
Separations Award. The submission forms are found on the website.

Find more details on the Actinide Separations Conference event URL below.
For program questions or sponsorship opportunities, contact

Gregg Lumetta gregg.lumetta@pnnl.gov, 509-375-5696 or

Gabe Hall gabriel.hall@pnnl.gov, 509-375-5716.

PNNL Events web page:

https://www.pnnl.gov/events/actinide-separations-conference

VIRTUAL MID-COLUMBIA SCIENCE FAIR

CALL FOR JUDGES

_JAN

MARCH 5-8,
2021

Have you wanted to help judge
the fair, but didn’t have the
time or didn’t want to
drive to the Tri-Cities?

Now you can judge from home!

The annual Mid-Columbia Science Fair will be virtual
this year. Judging of student submitted material (slides,
extracts from lab books, etc) will be done independently
from March 5 through March 8. Zoom interviews will be
from 9 AM to noon on March 11. Besides general judging,
judges are also needed to judge the chemistry related

projects to select winners for the two prizes offered
by the Richland Section. Richland Section member
Dave Heldebrant is heading up the chemistry related
judging for the section. In any case, the first step is
to register as a judge. Here is the website to do that:
https://midcolumbiasciencefair.orq/judges/judgesd

Dave Heldebrant's contact info is phone: 509-372-6359,
email: david.heldebrant@pnnl.gov



https://midcolumbiasciencefair.org/judges/judges-volunteer/
https://midcolumbiasciencefair.org/judges/judges-volunteer/
https://pnnl.cvent.com/events/actinide-separations-conference-2021/event-summary-42ee392ba87049268862201c5175a17d.aspx
https://pnnl.cvent.com/events/actinide-separations-conference-2021/event-summary-42ee392ba87049268862201c5175a17d.aspx
mailto:gregg.lumetta@pnnl.gov
mailto:gabriel.hall@pnnl.gov
https://www.pnnl.gov/events/actinide-separations-conference

“CONFOUND 1 — SOMEBODY PUT A
TUNA 61514 1IN OUR MERCURY,

“This ironic cartoon by Sidney Harris recalls a time of the great
mercury-in-tuna scare. Certainly, mercury contamination can be a
deadly problem, but I think this threat pales in comparison with other
environmental challenges we face for a growing population, such as
how to generate more energy, how to make more drinkable water, and
how to grow more food that people want to eat, all in a sustainable
manner.” - Richard N. Zare (Stanford University)

UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY 19
VIRTUAL SCIENCE CAFE AT 5:30PM

https://american-chemical-society.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlcu2rrzIjG9QSMSaFS7cYytRyYRSDBdQs

FEBRUARY 19
BUDGET APPROVAL VOTE DEADLINE

VOTE HERE: https://forms.gle/CGcy6Ea3H3qNzxPx8

MARCH 5-8

MID-COLUMBIA SCIENCE FAIR
Dave Heldebrant 509-372-6359,
email: david.heldebrant@pnnl.gov

APRIL 5-16
VIRTUAL NATIONAL ACS MEETING

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/acs-meetings.html

MAY 9-11
VIRTUAL NORM21
https://norm2021.org

MAY18-20

VIRTUAL ACTINIDE SEPARATIONS CONFERENCE
https://pnnl.cvent.com/events/actinide-separations-conference-2021/
event-summary-42ee392ba87049268862201c5175a17d.aspx

2020 FALL SOCIAL & SCIENCE CAFE

Sandy Fiskum, Section Chair, hosted the annual social,
virtually of course, on November Friday the 13th (how fitting
for a Covid-19 2020!). We thanked the 2020 Executive
Committee, reminded the Local Section of the vision and
mission statements and goals, looked back on events from the
past year, and remembered two of our deceased members, Dr.
William D. Samuels and Mr. Donald E. Baker. Recognition was
extended to Megan Nims, local section Volunteer of the Year
Award; Dr. Sue Clark, 2020 Glenn T. Seaborg Award for Nuclear
Chemistry; Janet Bryant, Award for Volunteer Service to the
ACS; Eric Hoppe, 2019 ACS Fellow; and Ram Devanathan, 2020
ACS Fellow; and the Eastern Oregon University Chemistry Club
for Outstanding Award for the Activities Conducted During the
2019-20 academic year. The Richland Section was nominated
for three Chemluminaries. We celebrated the combined 190
years of service in the ACS between Dr. Richard Hermens, Dr.
John (Doug) Campbell, and Dr. Emmett Moore.

For fun, Sandy hosted a 15-question chemistry trivia contest
proctored by Mariefel Olarte, incoming Section Chair. The
person with the first correct chat entry answer won the round.
(Can you answer off the top of your head question 4: What
element gives diamond a blue color? Or question 12: What was
Fritz Haber's claim to fame?). We had a three way tie between
Dr. Chris Hendon, Chris Sorensen, and Matt Douglas with three
correct answers each—congratulations to each of you.

Dr. Richard Hermens provided a brief history of the Richland
Section. It was founded in April 1948 with 102 members and
initially encompassed Benton and Franklin counties. My, how
we have grown! As our capstone, Dr. Chris Hendon provided an
excellent presentation on Chemical and Physical Foundations
of Coffee Brewing. Who knew that the water chemistry was so
vital to the resulting flavor of brewed coffee?

LEARN MORE ONLINE http://acs.labworks.org
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