
Well, this year has surprised all of us, and 
it's sad to say that many of our best laid 
plans for tours, Science Cafés, and mixers 
have been canceled or delayed. We will 
keep tabs on the Covid-19 situation and 
as soon as opportunity allows, we will 
get together. Obviously planning ahead 
is fraught with uncertainty. So please 
watch your email inbox for any new/
last minute developments. Earlier this 
year we reserved a room at the Richland 
Community Center for our annual social 
in November, but as spring turned to 
early summer, and now late summer, it 
is increasingly clear that the social will 
not occur as planned. We are keeping 
the date open for now, as the Section 
board is considering other alternatives 
to celebrate our membership.

ACS continues to provide useful 
information on the chemistry related 
to Covid-19 (see Chemistry in Corona 
Virus Research Virtual Link). Apparently 
good old-fashioned soap is excellent 

for destruction of the corona virus lipid 
layer—so wash your hands, a lot. Check 
out this video that does a great job 
explaining how that works.

On a lighter side, if you are stuck at 
home and looking for something to 
do, I recommend author Sam Kean’s 
podcast Sam Kean podcast (author of 
The Disappearing Spoon, Caesars Last 
Breath, The Violinists Thumb, The Tale of 
the Dueling Neurosurgeons). He has spun 
insightful stories around specific science 
topics and puts voice to them.

We are investigating opportunities 
for setting up our Government Affairs 
Committee virtually. If you have 
strong opinions or preferences for the 
length or format of Zoom meetings, 
please contact Kristin Omberg at  
Kristin.omberg@pnnl.gov.

If you have other ideas that will bring 
us together in a safe format, please let a 
board member know.
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ACS Richland Section diversity Statement
Every member of the ACS Richland section benefits from the talents and experiences of our peers, 
from the mutual respect we exercise, and from the growing and diverse scientific community 
we serve. Our members are committed to creating an environment that respects the dignity and 
civil rights of all persons, particularly those from groups that have experienced discrimination 
and persecution.  

We condemn racism, discrimination and harassment in all forms and are committed to 
embraceing long-lasting, transformational change. Recent events have reminded us that much 
work needs to be done to achieve racial equity. We encourage every member of our section to 
commit to work towards this goal.

If you are interested in helping the section develop programs that promote diversity 
and inclusion and eradicate racism in our community, please contact Sandy Fiskum,  
sandy.fiskum@pnnl.gov.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR By Sandy Fiskum

SAVE thE dAtE | nOVEMBER 15  
ANNUAL SECTION SOCIAL & AWARDS CEREMONY 
Honor 50 Year Members

RICHLAND SECTION 
WEBINAR ON 
CORONAvIRUS 
RESEARCH
SEPTEMBER 2, 5:30PM
Please join us in learning about 
the latest on the COVID-19 
pandemic to be presented by 
PNNL Biomedical Scientist, Dr. 
Amy C. Sims, on September 2, 
2020 at 5:30 pm. Her presentation 
will encompass the SARS-CoV 2 
pathogenesis, its transmission 
and countermeasures. The SARS-
CoV 2, which stands for “Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
coronavirus 2”, is the novel 
Coronavirus associated with the 
notorious COVID-19 pandemic 
that is still ravaging most parts 
of the world, including the U.S. 
Currently, there is no approved 
vaccine for this disease, though 
several promising ones have 
been undergoing advanced trials. 
Though genetically related to the 
coronavirus responsible for the 
SARS outbreak of 2003, SARS-CoV 
2 is distinct from the earlier SARS 
coronavirus. As of Aug. 7, 2020, 
worldwide confirmed positive 
cases exceeded 19 million, with a 
little less than 720k deaths. You 
can join the presentation through 
a Zoom link to be emailed to 
members before the webinar date.

https://pubs.acs.org/page/vi/chemistry_coronavirus_research?utm_source=pubs_content_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=0520_MFH_PUBS_0520_MFH_Coronavirus_Email_4&ref=pubs_content_marketing
https://pubs.acs.org/page/vi/chemistry_coronavirus_research?utm_source=pubs_content_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=0520_MFH_PUBS_0520_MFH_Coronavirus_Email_4&ref=pubs_content_marketing
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=94ef9255-c85aadec-94efb840-0cc47adc5fce-c5b2ae3e97a9e9b8&q=1&e=ec7d8aba-f09e-407a-a436-0f6bf9d885aa&u=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kw__eLdhSDvGq_B0_NmxGLDHMneuCJ4vCV7wT1V5C0j6YT_I0BRdXnGMfVCeByRYR3HzeKj6C-tod_DC-ud4VpEB-msCa8x9mHORgYlO9S1tMVTAxBAzuBhiXv7JBZV_IS1AVSmb4Ic0Cl-Uzhkwvytf88efTMxw9V1spotrRpnYvx2ilaPg-w%3D%3D%26c%3D0ISLISF9X-kNhaJnYTDw30heKDTZSCY4GFHGNpSLircTgF62b863XQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DWNVsgHcNONZv5wkuMHXnSyq2JhoR80H_3QOyxJVmYFvVpHpXWhZ5xQ%3D%3D
https://samkean.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86f6e85c005707a3035dfee91&id=ba2ef687bd&e=e50b8045a5
mailto:Kristin.omberg@pnnl.gov
https://pubs.acs.org/page/vi/chemistry_coronavirus_research?utm_source=pubs_content_marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=0520_MFH_PUBS_0520_MFH_Coronavirus_Email_4&ref=pubs_content_marketing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnI0PHIFEMA&feature=youtu.be
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/disappearing-spoon/id1506994358


PROGRAM-in-A-BOX: thE FUtURE OF FOOd 

SCiEnCE CAFE & By-lAwS UPdAtE
The Richland Section held a Science Café in conjunction 
with the voting for our 2020 Budget and Bylaws update 
on February 19 at the Richland Public Library with a Skype 
link so that members from our outer reaches could join us.  
Approximately 24 members participated. 

Janet Bryant described the drivers behind the bylaws 
update as well as a synopsis of what was changed. After a 
few questions, the vote was held and the new bylaws were 
passed unanimously.

Dr. Deepika Malhotra discussed the proposed budget for 
2020. Two amendments were requested: 1) the newsletter budget (item 16a) was increased from $750 to $1100 to cover the 
unexpected increase in costs and 2) the 2019 Strategic Planning Retreat budget was increased from $0 to $1250 to cover a late 
arriving bill from ACS for hosting SPR. ACS covered $5000 and our section was charged $1250 for the SPR event. Both amendments 
passed unanimously. The full budget and section fiscal resources were further discussed. The proposed budget passed unanimously.

Dr. Mariefel Olarte completed the night with her talk Many Kinds, Many Ways: Thermochemical Conversion of Biomass to Liquid 
Hydrocarbons. She described her research and those of colleagues at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in biofuel development. 
Her talk was of high interest as evidenced by the number of students attending and the lively discussion that followed.

The WSU Tri-Cities Chemistry Club and the ACS Richland Section 
co-hosted ACS’ Program-in-A-Box webinar entitled, “The Future 
of Food” on February 25, 2020 at the E.S. Floyd Building at 
the WSU Tri-Cities Campus. This PIB was part of ACS “Celebrate 
50 Years of Earth Day!” activities. The event was attended by 
32 participants from different areas of the Tri-Cities community. 
There was representation from the WSU Tri-Cities Chem Club 
members (25 students and two faculty members), the Columbia 
Basin College (three students and one faculty), the ACS Richland 
Section leadership team (three members) and members of the 
section and the community. Everyone who participated in the 
webinar was engaged with the presentation and the trivia 
questions. Some attendees went home with some ACS swag. This 
was the third time that the local section co-hosted this event 
and the attendance keeps growing. 



EAStERn OREGOn UniVERSity EVEntS & nEwS
SAtURdAy SCiEnCE
The EOU Student Chapter partnered with Treasure Valley 
Community College (TVCC) and Frontier STEM Hub to offer 
a day of chemistry explorations in Ontario, Oregon on 
March 7, 2020. Open to students in grades 5 through 8, 
this year’s event revolved around the theme of "Marvelous 
Metals" and highlighted different properties of metals 
related to their ability of emitting light, generate 
electricity through chemical reactions and display 
magnetic properties. An additional station focused on 
making polymers and bioplastics such as edible water 
pods intended to replace plastic bottles. Divided into 
small groups, over forty children rotated through seven 
different stations facilitated by teams of EOU and TVCC 
science students. The day ended with a magic show that 
generated much enthusiasm among the young audience. 
Children received copies of Celebrating Chemistry in 
English or Spanish and other giveaways provided by the 
Richland Section. Over 20 volunteers assisted with the 
activities. Staff in the EOU College of STMHS helped with 
registrations, TVCC provided classrooms and labs in their 
science building and Frontier STEM Hub provided food 
for participants and volunteers.

EOU And wSU RECEiVE intER-ChAPtER RElAtiOnS 
GRAnt FROM ACS
The EOU Student Chapter was awarded an Inter-
Chapter Relations Grant from ACS to partner with the 
newly established chemistry club at Washington State 
University (WSU) Tri-Cities campus. The goal will be 
for EOU to share expertise in running a successful 
chapter and, specifically, for the WSU Chapter to 
become active and to hold an outreach event on the 
WSU campus. The two student groups held their first 
joint meeting on the EOU campus on February 8, 
2020. Two WSU faculty accompanied a group of eight 
students. After introductions, EOU student members 
shared a presentation highlighting the club structure 
and functions and some of the most popular outreach 
events. After sharing lunch together, the group headed 
to the lab where several demonstrations were set up 
for the WSU students to practice. Instructions for the 
demonstrations as well as guidelines for safety were 
provided. Following this initial meeting the two clubs 
started planning for a large outreach event on the 
WSU campus which was to have taken place in April 
2020. Unfortunately, all these efforts were stopped by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Hopefully, plans for continued 
interaction and the organization of the outreach event 
will resume in fall.

The Richland Section played a major role in the planning 
of the Inter-Chapter Relations Grant.  It was through 
the Section that the EOU Chapter was able to start 
communication with the WSU students and faculty and 
plan for the joint events.  The Richland Section also 
provided matching money for the grant.



Mid-COlUMBiA SCiEnCE FAiR

UPCOMinG EVEntS
SEPtEMBER 2, 5:30PM RiChlAnd SECtiOn 
wEBinAR On COROnAViRUS RESEARCh uRL TBd
nOVEMBER 1 dEAdlinE FOR MOSt ACS nAtiOnAl 
AwARd nOMinAtiOnS 
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/awards

nOVEMBER 15 AnnUAl SECtiOn ViRtUAl SOCiAl 
& AwARdS CEREMOny 

lEARn MORE OnlinE
http://acs.labworks.org

The ACS Richland Section continues to proudly sponsor and 
support the annual Mid-Columbia Science Fair (MCSF). This 
year’s fair was smaller and slightly different than in years past, 
most noticeably with social distancing in mind. Judges and 
students wore PPE and focused on safety while showcasing 
outstanding science by the next generation of scientists and 
engineers.  Ten of our local section members signed up to judge 
this year, helping over 300 regional middle and high school 
students who presented their science projects in the life and 
physical sciences. Volunteer judges scored the students on a 
variety of categories ranging from biology, computer science, 
math, physics and of course, chemistry. 

This year’s Grand Prize winners were Nikhita Bontha from 
Hanford High School, for “Evaluating and Improving Novel 
Bipolar Membranes for use in Fuel Cells,” and Zoe Gotthold 
from Richland High School for “Engineering GENTOO (Green 
Emulsion Nullification Through Oleophilic Objects) – A Device 
for Efficient Oil Spill Emulsion Remediation.”

This year, our section renamed our individual outstanding 
chemistry awards to the “Karen Grant Memorial Excellence in 
Chemistry Award.” This year, we chose to recognize one middle 
school and one high school student for the award.  This year’s 
winners as voted by our local section members were: Ethan 
Gotthold, Carmichael Middle School, for his project “How Does 
the Amylose Concentration of Different Starches in a Biopolymer 
Affect Its Mechanical Properties?” and Andrea Penafiel of 
Sunnyside High School and her project “Can carbonated drinks 
be carbonated?” Our two awardees were given a $50 cash 
prize and certificate recognizing their outstanding chemistry 
projects. Sadly, the awards ceremony was canceled due to 
the ongoing pandemic, though both recipients received their 
prizes in the mail. 

It’s fun to enjoy Sidney Harris’s cartoons at their most basic 
level.  But Harris’s cartoons typically include several levels of 
humor that are particularly relished by “insiders.” Regarding 
the chemicals mentioned in this cartoon, Harris “think[s] these 
actually are from canned soup.  Maybe more than one. Generally 
I make up names that I don’t even know exist. Once I had an 
equation in a cartoon for the New Yorker, and they wanted me 
to assure them that it was gibberish. If it wasn’t, they said 
they’d get a lot of angry and critical mail.”

~Jeffrey I. Seeman, University of Richmond

If not you, who?  If not now, when?

Have you ever thought of running for office in the ACS Richland 
Section?  The above quote, attributed to Hillel the Elder, may 
apply to you.  The positions of section chair, secretary and 
treasurer are up for election this fall.  For information or to 
apply, please contact Kristin Omberg at (509) 375-2934 or 
kristin.omberg@pnnl.gov.

Do you know an outstanding chemist who deserves an 
award?  Browse the many awards presented by the ACS and 
its divisions at https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/awards.
html.  Nominations for most national awards are due by 
November 1.

OFFiCER nOMinAtiOnS REqUEStEd

ACS AwARd nOMinAtiOnS dUE


